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Hereas the Embaſſy which the Proteſtant 
Cantons of Switz:rland ſent to the Duke 
of $ ia the year 1686, to inter- 
cede in favour of the Churches of the 
Valleys, was both important and diff- - 

| # cult; and thatit may give place to ſome 
| oppoſite Refleftions, I thought fir to 

ubliſh the Hiſtory of it, that all equitable perſons be- 
ing informed of what has paſſed in this Negotiation, 
might be able to make a juſt and reaſonable judgment 
of it. 
To this effect, 1 intend to inform you of the moſt conſi- 
derable particulars of this Embaſly : and as I do not 
ground my Work but upon good Memorials, and that my 

Pen ſhall not be miſ-led either by Intereſt, Hatred, or Af- 

fetion, I hope that if 1 do not pleaſe my Reader by the 

eloquence and politeneſs of my Stile, 1 ſhall be able - 
lea 
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leaſt to ſatisfie him by the ſincerity and exaQtneſs of my 
Narrative. 

-*Tts certain, that amongft att Proteftants, rhe Evan- 
gelical Cantons have always diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a 
lovertiey have fhewed for rhetr Rettgion,amd by an arden- 
cy with which they have embraced the Intereſt of the Re- 
formed Churches : As ſoon as the firſt light of the Refor- 
mation appeared in France, they contributed to the ut- 
molt of their Power to advance this Divine Work in that 
Kingdamy, and they diſpatched ſeveral Ambaſſagors to 
Francis the Firſt, and the Kings his Suexeſſors, to deſire 
them to-put a ſtop to the Creetnies of thas Romiſh Clergy, 
exercife& #gainſt thoſe thax profeſſed re true Chriſtian 
Religion. 

They have ſhewed the ſame Zeal in all the Perſecutions 
the Churches of Piemont have been forced to undergo: In 
thoſe that happened in the year 1655. and 1693. they ſent 
Am rs ta the Nuke of Savayto Res in j- 
and tomaintaimthem in all their $ they 
by the. conceſſfons of hi — and igthe 
year . as ſoon-as they were informa. offrhat was 
contained in the Edit this Prince had publiſhed againſt 
their Brethren in Priemont,they ſhewed they were cxtreme- 
lycancerved for it : And! whereas this. unfortunate: Peo- 
ple was attacked with more injuſtice than chey ever had 
been befare,, andithat they were.threatned with\the moſt 
terrible-cvils that could be.-imagined,, they reſalved ro 
leave no. ſtone. yatarace te divert iy from tem. 

la offe, tarmerly their Enemics. did-only propoſe to 
themſelves to-keen them. in- rhe! narrowelt limits, and'to 
deprive them. of the. right to! inhabit the: Blatus,, which 
they had: always. enjoyed 3, but. now there. was a deſign 
laid to deprive them not ovly afithe exerciſe of their Re- 
ligion throughout the whole Country, but alſo of Liberty 
of Conſtiencey which made their condition” worthy: of 
campaiſion. 

Buy.that: we may be:able to-judge the better of. it, itis 
—y to: let. ow fee ar faithful! Tranſlation. of this- 

dict. | 
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ViCTOR AMIDER, by the Grace of God, 
Duke of Savoy and of Piemont, and King of 
Cyprus. 


| as well as Chriftian Prudence adviſes us ery often 

to negle in ſome manner the Ulcers that are not yet m a 
condition to be healed, and that might be made worſe by @ 
preciputate Cure : This Conduf# bas been obſerved as well im 
other Monarchies, as by Our moſt Serene Predeceſſors, who in 
truth had never any other deſign, than to reſcue their Subjefts 
profeſſing the pretended Reformed Religion, out of the darkneſ' 
of Hereſie, which by an unhappy wiciſſtude, and a fatal cor- 
ruption of theſe times, had paſſed frcm the ery Centre of the 
Valleys of Lucerne, into the ery heart cf Piemont. Newer- 
rheleſs, by reaſon of the Succours which the Zealots of that 
Religion did receive from Foreign Countreys , this Holy Work 
conld not be brought to the End We ſo much defired ; inſomuch 
that not having been able to purge Our Countrey of this Poy- 
ſon, We did reduce them to, and ſhut them up in the Valleys of 
Lucerne , of Angrogne, of St. Martyne, of Cernſe, of 
St. Bartholomew , of Roccapiata, and of Parnſtin ; and by 
way of Taleration, We did ſufftr them to exerciſe there their falſe 
Religion , in the limits before preſcribed them, according to 
the juntture of Times, till it ſhould pleaſe God Almighty to 
give Us a favourable opportunity of bringing back thoſe miſ- 
led Soul; into the boſom of the Holy and Only Catholick, Apo- 
ftelick, and Remiſh Religion. Yet time bas diſcovered how 
much it was neceſſary to cut off the numerous Heads of thus 
Hydra, ſince the ſaid Hereticks, inſtead of anſwering this fa- 
wvour With a deep ſubmiſſion, and with 6 ſincere acknowledg- 
ment of this kind Toleration, have very often made bold to A 
diſobedient, to a ſcandal, and to riſe againſt their own S0- 
vereign. 

And becauſe ai preſent the principal Cauſe of this ſaid To- 
leration # now removed by the Zeal and Piety of the Glorious 
Monarch of France , who bas brought back to the true Faiih 
bis neighbouring Hereticks ; We think the particular Graces 
We have received from Hu Divine Majeſty, and which We 
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enjoy till, would accnſe Us of the greateſt ingratitude, if b 
Jn, or Ron We ſbruld I by s 4 opportunity of —— 
this Work, according to the intention of Our Glorious Prede- 
ceſſors. It us for this, and ſeveral urgent Reaſons, that by wir- 
twe of this preſent Edit}, with Our full Knowledge, and by Our 
abſolute Power, as alſo by tbe Adwice of Our Council, We have 
Declared and Ordered, and do Declare and Order by theſe Pre- 
ſents, to Our Subjetts of the pretended Reformed Religion, to 
deſiſt for the future from all the Exerciſe of the ſaid Religion. 
Hnd We do probibit them further, aſter the publiſhing this 
Edif, to bell no Aſſemblies or Conventicles im any place or 
particular Houſe to exerciſe the ſaid Religion, under what title, 
pretext, or occaſion whatſoever, —_— of their Lives, and 
Confiſcation of their Goods, And We Ordain alſo, That the 
paſt pretended Toleration be of no effet}, under what colour or 
pretence whatſoever. Our Will is alſo, That all the Churches, 
Granges and Houſes, in which at preſent the ſaid Religion is ex 
erciſed, ſhall be raſed to the ground ; as alſo all other places in 
which for the future ſuch Aſſemblies ſhall be beld, to the preju- 
dice of what the precedent Articles contains ; and this i: to be 
executed , tho the Owners of ſuch places are ignorant thereof. 
And We Command accordingly all Eccleſiaſticks, Miniſters and 
Schoolmaſter: of the ſaid pretended Reformed Religion, who 
in one fortnight after the publiſhing this preſent Edith, do not 
effeftually embrace the Catholick Religion, ſhall retreat out of 
our Territories after the ſaid term be paſt, under pain of Death, 
and Confiſcation of their Goods 3 with expreſs Command, and 
under the ſame Puniſhment, not to make, within the ſaid time, 
or before their departure, any Sermon, Exhortation, or any 
other Att if the ſaid Religion. And furthermore, We forbid, 
wnder the ſaid Puniſhment, and the forfeiture of Our favour, all 
thoſe that make Profeſſion of the | raesraN Reformed Religion, 
to keep for the future any publick or private School ; it being 
Our intention, That from thu wery time their Children ſhall be 
inſtrufied by Catholick Schoolmaſters. And concerning the 
Miniſters who within the ſaid time ſhall embrace the Carholick 
Religion, Our Will and Pleaſure is, That during their Lives, 
and after they are dead, their Widows, as long as they ſhall 
live unmarried, ſhall enjoy the ſaid Exemptions and Immuni- 
ties whieh they enjoyed heretofore , during the exerciſe of their 
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Charge. And Our Will i: over and above, That to the ſaid Ec- 
cleſiaſticks who ſball be made Converts in the ſaid manner, 
there ns be paid during their life a Penſion one third part lar- 
ger than the Sallary was which they enjoyed im quality of be- 
ing Miniſters of the ſaid Religion ; and that after their death 
their Widows enjoy one half of the ſaid Penſion as long as they 
ſhall continue unmarried. And concerning the Children that 
ſhall be born by Father and Mother of the ſaid pretended Re- 
formed Religion, Our intention is, That after the publiſhing this 
preſent Editt, they ſhall be baptized by the Prieſts of the Pariſh 
that are already, or that ſhall be eſtabliſhed for the future m 
the ſaid Valleys :- to thus purpoſe, We Command their Fathers 
and Mothers to ſend or briug them to the Churches, under pain 
of being ſent five years to the Galleys fer their Fathers, and 
whipping for their Mothers ;, and moreover, the ſaid C! ildren 
ſhall be brought up in the ſaid Catbolick, Apoſtolick, and Roman 
Religion. And We Command expreſly all Fudges , Bailiffs, 
Gaolers, and other Officers, to ſee theſe Preſents duly executed. 
And We do confirm alſo the Edit} We bave publiſhed the 41h 
November paſt, concerning the Subjetts of His Moſt Chri- 
ian Majeſty that make profeſſion of the pretended Reformed 
Religion, and that are to be found in Our Territories, and that 
bave left their Merchandiſes, Money, or other Effe&s behind 
them ; and concerning the other Foreigners of the ſaid Religi- 
on, who, to the prejudice of ſums of Our Predeceſſors Editts, 
have eſtabliſhed themſelves in the Valleys, without their con- 
ſent in writing, comprehending therein 1beir Off-ſpring that are 
born there : We Command, That in caſe, within one fortnight 
after the publiſhing thu preſent Edidt, they do not declare to be 
willing to embrace the Catbolick, _—_— and Roman Re- 
ligion, they ſhall be obliged, if the ſaid term be paſt, to retreat 
out of Our Territories, under pain of Death, and Confiſcation 
of their Goods. , And tho lawfully, by virtue of the ſaid Edits, 
the Goods which the ſaid Foreigners have acquired in Our Ter- 
ritories ought to be confiſcated for Our Royal Treaſury ; never- 
theleſs We are willing in thus caſe to ſhew Our accuſtomed Cle- 
mency, and to give them leave to ſell their ſaid Gord; ( if they 
pleaſe) within the ſaid term, and to diſp:ſe of the ſame as they 
think convenient : Tet upon theſe Conditions, That the ſelling 
the numovable Goods ſhall only be made in fawvcur of - Ca- 
8bolicks ; 
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tholicks; but in caſe they wy find no Buyer, they ſhall be look- 
ed upm as ſold, and united to Our Dominions under a reaſona- 
ble price. Finally, We Command all the Magiſtrates eſtabliſhed 
by Ur, Minifters of State, Officers, Fudges, and all others 
whom it concerns, 10 ſee this preſent Edift mviolably obſerved; 
and ſo to order the ſame , that the Council of Piemont may 
enroll it, and give their full approbation of what « contained 
therein, Moreover, Our Will is, That the Publiſhing made 
bere:f in the accuſtomed places , and in the ordinary man- 
ner, ſhall bawve the ſame wirtue as if it bad been made known 
to every particular perſon; and that there be the ſame obſer- 
vance paidto the Copy hereof, Printed by Sinibal Our Printer, 
as to this My Origmmal ut ſelf; FOR THIS IS OUR 
WILL. Given at Turin, January 31. 1686, 


ViCTOR AMIDEO. 
By His Royal Highneſs's 
Command, Deſt. Thomas. 


The Proteſtant Cantons having been inform'd of this 
EdiC, did alſo underſtand ſometime after, that the Inhabi- 
tants of the Valleys had endeavoured, tho without ſuccels, 
to find fome remedy againſt it ; for they did preſent two 
Peticions to their Prince, that were not anſwered : In the 
firſt, they deſired the Edit ſhould be revok'd ; and inthe 
ſecond, they asked leave to retreat out of his Territories 
within ſuch a time as would be neceſſary to find out an 
Eſtabliſhment ſomewhere elſe. 

The Cantons ſeeing that the ordinary means which 
were made uſe of ro hinder the execution of this Edict, 
had no effect, did think that they ought tro employ ſome 
extraordinary ones. Accordingly they writ a Letrer ioume- 
diately to the Duke of Savoy, deſiring him that he might 
be pleaſed to maintain his SubjzeQts of the Valleys in the 


Privileges which were granted them by his Predeceſlors : 


and finding that this Prince made no great haſte co ſend 
them an Anſwer, but that on the contrary he was in a rea- 
dineſs to execute his EdiCt by force, they reſolved in a Diet 
at Baden, in-the month of February, 1686, to diſpatch him 
rwo Ambaſſadors, in order to endeavour to obtain by 


their 
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/ their Repreſentations, what they could not obtain by their 
\, Letters. 

The perſons that were pitch'd upon, were Caſpar de Mu- 
ratt, and Bernard de Murait,\,Councellors of State, the firſt 
of Zurich, and the other of Bern, that had both all the ne- - 
cellary qualicies to acquit themſelves worthily in this Em- 
ploy, in regard of their Vertue and Piety, as well as their 
rradence and Capacity. 

Theſe Ambaſſadors were charged to employ their utmoſt 
endeavours to oblige the Duke of Savoy to revoke the 
Edit he bad publiſhed againſt the Churches of the Val- 
leys ; and becauſe there was ſome reaſon of fear that His 
Royal Highneſs might perſiſt in his deſign to execute it in 
all its Points, the Evangelical Cantons, after baving well 
conſidered the condition of thoſe that compoſed thoſe 
Churches, as alſo the Alliance and Forces of that Prince 
that was reſolved entirely ro extirpate them, in caſe they 
refuſed to ſubmit ro his Will, choughe that in caſe their 
Ambaſſadors could by no means obtain the revoking of 
that Edit, it would be expedient that they ſhould employ 
themſelves to procure thoke miſerable wretches the liberty 
to retreat into ſome other Country, to ſell their Goods, 
and to carry along with them what they ſhould be able to 
ſave out of their ſhattered Fortunes, 

The Lords that were of this Aſſembly were too wiſe 
and too judicious to think upon other means than theſe. 
They ſaw at one band, the little number of choſe that. 
were able to carry Arms in the Valleys; for they were at 
the mott but 2560 Men, for the moſt part i!) Arm'd, that 
had no Head, chat were ilt provided with Ammunition and 
Proviſi>ns, that had no hopes of Succours from any place, 
and that thoſe thar were their Commanders in. the years 
1655, and 1664. were not alive. 

But onthe other hand, when they did conſider the 
Forces-of that Prince, who was reſolved to aboliſh their 
Religion, they found that they far exceeded thoſe of His 
Subjets, that were of a contrary Perſuaſion; for the 
Duke of Saw had enjoy'd a very long Peace, he had a 
great number of good Troops, brave Captains, and ex- 
perienc'd Gerierals. He had nothing to fear either ſrom his 
Neighbours, or any other Prince of Europe. And 
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And ſo much the more, becauſe the Troops of the 
Duke of Sawoy were joyn'd by the Forces of the French 
King, dreadful at that time, that his very Name made 
molt Vrinces of Ewrope tremble, inſtead chat formerly the 
Subjets of this Monarch fought jointly with thoſe of the 
Vallies, to ſecure them from the Oppreſlion of their So- 
vereign ; and that notwithſtanding the Succours they trad 
from other hands, they were driven out of their Vallies, 
and were not able to defend themſelves againſt the only 
Forces of their Prince. 

Moreover they conſidered , that if by an unlook'd-for 
Succeſs, the Inhabitants of the Vallies ſhould gain ſome 
Advantage over their Enemies; that at laſt, they would 
be forced to give way to the great Namber of their Ene- 
mics, whoſe Loſſes might be eaſily redreſſed by ſome 
freſh Troops; but that on the contrary, the Faudois would 
have no means to make Recruits inſtead of thoſe that 
would be loſt in their ſeveral Fights, to which they would 
be expoſed. | 

Beſides, that having to deal with the French King, who 
is the proudeſt Prince in the World, and who at that 
time was not troubled with any Enemy, he would rather 
have armed againſt them all che Inhabicants of his King- 
dom, than to have run the hazard of deſiſting from an 
Enterprize,which he lookt upon as one of the moſt Glorious 
he ever undertook, and which he thought ſhould acquire 
him an eminent place amongſt the greateſt Saints in Pa- 
Tadice. 

And whereas they had before their Eyes thoſe Hugonots 
of France , that were ſhelter'd in their Territories, they 
did compare their Condition with that of their Brethren 
in Picmome , and they found that conſidering the great Ex- 
tremity theſe laſt were reduced to, if they could get Li- 
berry to leave their Country, they would be much hap. 
pier than the other that were forced not only to leave their 
Houſes, Goods, and Native Couriry, but that could not 
buy their Exile, but with the hezacd of their Lives and 
Liberties. 

In fine, they thought they could do nothing more ad- 


vantagious for the Premonteſe , than to obtain what they 
| had 
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had themſelves defired  in.', the 4ge paſt:o as well a5 in 
this, when they were trodbled about the Exercile of their 
Religion ; for in thoſe times they humbly Petition'd their 
Prince to grant them leave to Retreat into ſome other 
Countries. 

The Ambaſſadors having received their lInſtruCtions, went 
for Piement ; and preſently after their arrival a4 7wrin, be- 
ing introduced to His Royal Highneſs's Audience, . they 
did repreſent to him, That whereas the Intercefſion of the 
Proteſtant Cantons, their Lords, in favour- of: His, Royal 
Hightneſs's Subjetts of the Valleys, making Profeſſion of the 
Reformed Religion, bad always been agreeable to him, 
and produced ſuch an Effet, as they could have wiſh'd 
for; their Sovereign Lords having with great Grief un- 
detſtood, that His Royal Highneſs had form'd a-Deſign to 
deprive his ſaid Subjzets of their Liberty of Conſcience , 
and of the Exerciſe of their Religion, which they bad en- 
joy*d during ſeveral Ages, had been moved by a Chriſtian 
Charity, by a ſtrict Union which they are join'd with to 
thoſe of their Communion, and by « Conhdence of His 
Royal Highneſs's Clemency and Juttice,to imercedein their 
Letters of Recommendation in favour of their Brethren;in 
the Valleys. | nn | 

But having received no Anſwer, they had charged thefn 
with this Embaſly, in order 40 demonſtrate the great Con- 
ſideration they have for His Royal Highneſs, and at the 
ſame time to ſhew how ſenſibly they were touch'd by the 
laſt Edit, which be had publiſhed againſt His,ppor Sub- 
jets of the Vallies; and had given'them arder to allure 
him of their ſtrit Adherency to his Iatereſt, and to defire 
bim afterwards inſtantly , that be would be pleaſed to 
maintain the Inhabitants of the Valleys in a perpetual and 
peaceful Enjoyment of the Exerciſe of their Religion , 
and in that Liberty of Conſcience which was granced them 
by bis Ptedeceſlors, upon the Interceding and Recom- 
mendation of ſeveral Proteſtant Princes and States , and 
particularly of their Sovereign Lords ; and that the rea- 
ſon which gave them ſome hopes to obtain what they de- 
ſired, was, that His Subzefts bad done nothing that could 
render them unworthy of the Fayour and &affedi 
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their Prince, or that ſhould deprive them of a Right they 
had acquired by ſuch Grants; 'as onghe eo be inviolable, 
becauſe they were 'no fimple Tolerations ,' but Authenti- 
cal Treaties made with the Inbabitants of the Valleys, 
and that conſequently ought to be perpetual and irrevo- 
cable, as it is ſeen in the 2oth Article of the Patent of the 
- year-1655: and in the 19th Article of that of the year 
1664. that fay, That tbey ſhall be perpetnally and irrevo- 
cably obſerved, and that in effeCt they have been inroll'd 
by the Senate of Chambery!, in Order to be executed ac- 
gording to-their Form and Contents, 

That their Lords were firmly perſwaded, that his Roy- 
al Highneſs would not ſuffer, that in bis ſo happy and glo- 
Tious Reign, theſe Patents, followed by ſeveral Declarati- 
ens,- and a'world of ſolemn Promiſes, ſhonld be Cancell'd; 
and that the Fruits of their Mediation, of their Care, and 
of their Pains, ſhould be reduced to nothing. 

That he would not have it ſhould be thought, that ke 
had nvt for the Proteſtant Cantons the ſame Regard, and 
the fame Conſiderations which his Anceſtbrs had; that 
- that perſe(t Friendſhip and ſincere Correſpondency which 
: has always been entertained between his Royal Highneſs, 
and their Lords, as between good Friends and Neigh- 
bours; ſhould in the leaſt be changed ; that his Territo- 
-ries ſhould be expoſed to a world of Troubles and Cala- 
mities ; that the Conſciences of his Subjects, that ought 
-not'to be anſwersble but ro-God, ſhould be forced by 
fear of Death and Totments; and irra word, that the In- 
babitants- of bis Valleys ſhould be'opprefs'd with Miſery, 
and brought to deſpair. *' ; 

That therefore they pray'd his Royal Highneſs with 
a!l poſſible Ardency, well to receive the Interceſſion of 
. their Sovereigns in Favour of his Subjects ,' as their Bre- 
'thren'by a Communion 6f the ſame Religion, and to be 
roucttd by the Sighs and Tears of ſomany Innocent Souls, 
who humbly did entreat him-to ſufpend the Execution of 
- his Edit, and not to turn bis Arms againſt his own Peo- 
ple, who paying that Religious Homage to God, which is 
due to him, deſired to Seal up by the loſs of all their 
Blood, that Allegiance Which they had ſworn to his Royal 
Highneſs, That 
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That in caſe their, Mediation ſhould produce the effelt 
their Sovereign Lords ſo much wiſhr for, it wotild be the 
moſt convincing Mark his Royal Highneſs could give them, 
that be made no leſs Refleftion of their Entremiſe, than bis 
Predeceſſors of Glorions Memory had done ; and that on 
their ſide they would endeavour to find means 'to ſhew 
bim their acknowledgment, and to render him their reci- 
procal Services on all occaſions. 

And whereas the Miniſters of State of his Royal High- 
neſs in the Conferences the Ambaſſadors bave had with 
them, did mention ſome reaſons, why his Royal Highneſs 
had publiſhed that Edit, which they deſired ſhould be 
revoked: The Ambaſſadors thought ir neceſſary to Anſwer 
them, and to ſupport their Demand by the Reaſons ſet 
down in this following Memorial. 


Hereas the Right Honourable the Miniſters of State of 

bis Royal Higomeſs, have gruen us to underſtand upon 
a private Informati.n of our Reaſonz, that hu preſent Engage- 
ment, and mio which be did not enter but by the neceſſuy of 
the preſent Tunfure of the Times, was a great Obſtacle to 
the Succeſs of our Negotiation ; we find our ſelves obliged to 
repreſent to your Royal Highneſs, That the Churches of the 
Valleys in Piemont, did not ſeparate themſelves from the Re- 
ligion of their Prince, becauſe they live in that they received 
from their Predeceſſors above Eight Ager ago, and which they 
did profeſs before they were under the Dominion f Your Royal 
Hig bneſi"s Anceſtirs, who baving found them in the Peſſ:fſion of 
their Religion, bave maintained them therein by ſeersl De- 
clarations , and principally by thoſe of the year 1561, 1602, 
and 1603. which baving been enrolled by the Parliament of 
Chambery, in tbe year 1620. for the Sumof 60co French 
Ducats, which theſe Churches paid them, as the wery aft of 
enrolling men:ions, their Right paſſed into a Form of Tranſ- 
ation, and into @ perpetual and irrevccable Law , which 
hai been obſerved during the Life of bis Royal Highneſs Victor 
Amadee, and during the Regency of Madam Royale , who 
confirmed them by ber Declaration in the year 1638. Theſe 
Churckes bave in following times obtained” ſeveral other fa- 


vourable Declarations of bis Royal Highneſs, Charles Ema- 
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nyel, of Glorjour Memory, Yr Ripat Hybiel Foiber, is 
y teulgr , in the year 1649, and 1653. But whereas to 
r Pejgdicg of # Right ſo well efabliſhed by @ Pali ous of 
lens M:mory, and by ſo many Declarations, the Sieur Ga- 
tal did aerebaleſ in be Month 0 February , 1655. 
publs ! 4 Declaration , that did produce ſome, terrible and fatal 
Conſequences to theſe poor Churches ; all Proteſtant Kings , 
Princes, and States of Europe, and parjicnlarly our Sovereign 
Lord: did concern themſelves in their Mifortune, and bavwing 
mnterceded in their Favour , by bu Royal Highne{; Charles- 
Emanuel , they obtained a Confirmation of their Priviledges, 
and, of thetr Conceſſions, by two ſolemn quem: and inviola- 
: Patents, of the year 1655, and 1664. enrolled in a good 
orm, and confirmed by the Letters be did write to our Sove- 
reign Lords, the 28th of February, 1664. by which he pro- 
miſed them to ſee theſe Patents faithfully executed. To which 
the Royal Madam, your Royal Highneſſe: Mother, did engage 
her ſelf alſo, by her Letters dated January the 28th, 1679. 
Therefore, becauſe your Royal Highneſs's anceſtors bad ſeveral 
times ſolemnly engaged their Royal Word, principally in thoſe 
Patents that were granted in the preſence of the Ambaſſadors 
our Sovereigns had ſent to that purpeſe, it would not be juſt to 
break (o many formal and authentical Engagement , mot only 
becauſe theſe Priviledges aud Patents, being granted in the 
fight of all Europe, and by the Mediation and Interceſſion of 
Renal Kings, Princes, and States, they are Pledges and per- 
petual Monumuents of the. publick Faith ; but alſo, becguſe 
the Wards and Promiſes of Scverergns ought to be Sacred and 
Inviolable. 1f Engagements of thus Nature might be annulled 
wnder pretence of @ neceſſity, to which the Funtture of Affairs 
might reduce a Prince, or of ſome Conveniency and Advan- 
tage to tbe Eſtate, then there'would be nothing «ſſured in the 
World, and nothing would be ſeen there, but War and Con- 
fuſion. This Maxim being once fables amongſt Serovereign s, 
the Proteſtant Princes might as lawfully deſtroy the Catholicks 
that are wmler their Dominions, as the Catholicks would 


bave a right to extirpate their Proteffant Subjefts, There- 


fore it « evidem , that whether we examine the thing , as 
relating to the Glory and Reputation of the Prince ; or if we 
conſid:r it according ro the Principles of true and juſt Po/uicks, 
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that has wo other end than the Security of Sovereign Nations 
and States, we'll find that the words of Princts ought always 
to be Inviolable. It is for this Reaſon that we ave perſwaded, 
that mo neceſſity of the preſent FunEures, nor any Intereſt will 
oblige (o Tuſt, ſo Graciozs , and ſo wiſe a Prince, as your 
Royal Highneſs, to follow a new Engagement, that does wot 
w deſtroy all your Predeceſſors have done in the Eyes of the 
whole Univerſe, but that expoſes alſo your own State and Sub- 
jets to the Flames, Butchery, Calamities, Devaſtation, and to 
the moſt cruel and inbumane Roge and Tyranny. 

It « agreed, that it j1 natural for a pious Prince to wiſh there 
was but one Religion in bis Countrey ; and that being per ſua« 
ded that bis own 1s the true one, it did belong to bis Duty and 
Charity to do- all be can to perſuade bis Subjetls to its Bug it 
ought to be allowed alſo, that Religion enters into our hearts 
by means of perſuaſion, and not by force ;, and that to convince 
one of the Drvine Truth, there ought to be employed notbing but 
Inſtruttion, Sweetneſs, and Exbortation, according to the pra- 
Fice of owr Lord Feſus Chriſt and bis Apoſtles. 

That Kings and Princei, tho they are Maſttrs of their Sub- 
jetts, yet they have no Empire over their Conſciences, that de- 
pend alone from God ; inſomuch that we have reaſon to hope, 
that your Royal Highneſs, far from forcing your Subjefts to do 
things againſt their Conſcience, you will be pleaſed, on the 
comtrary, to reſtore them their Peace, which we implore for 
them , to confirm their Privileges, and to let them enjoy the 
liberty ro give God that which is due to Him, whilſ# at tbe 
ſame time they pay your Royal Highneſs that Reſpet# and 
Homage which they owe Tou, as your faitbful Subjetts. 

My Lords the Miniſters of State, have told us alſo, That 
the Inbabitants of the Valleys bad rendred themſelves umworthy 
of their Prince's favour : But beſides that all the world agrees, 
that before the publiſhing of the firſt Ediff, they bad given 
your Rozal Highneſs no reaſon of Complaints ; and that, conſe- 
quently, it is not their ill Condutt bas drawn upon them ſo ri- 
gorous an Order; and that if there were ſome among t them 
that had committed a fau't, (which we are yet ignorant f) 
we ought not to be ſurprized, if ſome miſerable wretches, that 
are brought to deſpair, ſhould do ſme imprudent ations. 
Beſides ail this, we ſay, Your Royal Highneſs 11 to oeine 
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and too good not to pardow faults of this nature; and too juſt 
and equitable to-punifh the Publick for an Exceſs that may bave 
been committed by ſome particular perſens. 

In fine, They would make us believe, That thoſe Patents 
his Royal Highneſs Charles-Emanuel granted in the year 
1655, and 1664. did not concern Religion, but give them 
leave only to inhabit ſome certain places in the Valleys ; and 
that, conſequently, cur Sovereign Lords, and the other Prin- 
cer that were Mediatcrs in this Affair , bad no Intere#t 
mn it. 

But we beg your Royal Highneſs to conſider, firſt, That 
Religion was rben ſo much the Subjeft of the ©ueſtion, that 
properly mo otber things did belong to it ; for beſides that the 
Order of the Sieur Gaſtaldo, that produced ſo many diſmal 
Conſequences, did deſtroy theſe Conceſſions that were granted to 
the Inbabitants of the Valleys about Religion, it was pretended 
at that time to force them to do things againſt their Conſcience, 
becauſe they were threatned with Death, and Confiſcation of 
their Goods, that would nat embrace the Catholick Religion 
within twenty days after they were ordered to do it. 

Secondly, All the Mediation and Interceſſion of the Pro- 
teftant Princes and States, were only grounded on things con- 
cerning Religion and Conſcience. They bave only atted ac- 
cording to this Principle, and the Ambaſſadors were for no 
other reaſon received and beard, but by reaſon of the Intereſt 
they took in a buſineſs concerning Religion ; And it is for this 
reaſon, that your Royal Highneſs's Predeceſſors have given ſeve- 
ral aſſurances, by Letters to theis Excellencies the Evangelical 
Canton, that the Patents granted upon their requeſt ſhould be 
puniiually and faithfully executed. 

And, becauſe to the prejudice of all that bas been granted 
. them, your Royal Highneſs has publiſhed an Edit that for- 
bids them the Exerciſe of their Relizion in all the Valleys, un- 
der pain of Death ; that command: the demol:ſhing all the 
Churches, that does baniſh the Miniſters and Schoolmaſters, 
that commands that the Children ſhall be baptized, and brought 
up in the Romiſh Religion, - and 1bat deprives by theſe means 
tboſe People of their Liberty of Conſcience: Our Sovereign 
Lords, that are wnited to the Churches of the Valleys by tbe 
ſame Faith , are obliged to continue to intercede for them : 

And 
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And it is this we do now in their name , in hopes that 
your Royal Hig neſs will be touched by ſome conſideration of our 
Sovereign Lords, and by ſome Compaſſion for your Subjetts. 


The Ambaſſadors having delivered their Memorial to 
the Marqueſs de Sr. Thomas, one of his Royal Highneſs's 
Miniſters of State that' had the direCtion of the Foreign 
Afﬀairs, they receiv'd few days after an Anſwer to this 
purpoſe : That his Royal Highneſs was forry that he was 
not in a capacity to grant what they deſired in their own 
and in their Maſter's Name ; That he had far ſtronger 
reaſons to maintain this Edit, than they had given him co 
revoke it ; and that he conld not do as much as to miti- 
gate it, That the great Wheels moved and carried along 
with them the little ones. That the Letter the Proteſtanc 
Cantons had writ to him, had not been delivered to him 
but after the Edit was publiſhed. That having to his 
Neighbour a Prince equally Powerful, and jealous of his 
Authority, he was obliged to carry bimſelt with a great 
deal of circumſpeQtion, and to a according to the jun- 
fture of the rimes, in the ſame manner as in Switzerland 
they were ſometimes forced, by the turning of the Af. 
fairs, to take ſome reſolutions contrary to the good inten- 
tions they might have otherways. That the Marqueſs 
of St. Thomas had given good and profitable Advice to the 
ewo Deputies of the Valleys that were ſent to him ; and 
that, inſtead of giving bim ſome marks of their ſubmiſ- 
ſion and deference they were bound to, they had exercis'd 
all manner of Hoſtilities againſt his other Subjzets, com- 
mitted a thouſand infolent things, and held ſome ſecret 
Conventicles. That they were provided with Ammuniti- 
on and Proviſions. That they had rendred themſelves Ma- 
ſters of the Paſſages. That they had rerench'd themſelves ; 
and that they bad done all this within the time of fifteen or 
ewenty days, which had been allowed them to take their 
laſt Reſolutions. That the Prince was too far engaged. 
That the Troops which he had raiſed with great Expen- 
ces, were now on foot. That the Edict could not be re- 
voked, wichout wounding his Royal Highne(s's Reputa- 


tion. That he was forced to ſee it executed , for very 
ſtrong 
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+  firong Reaſors, on which he would let the Ambaſſadors 
make their refi-:Qions. That the Grants of 16g5x, and 
1664. were a meer Toleration ; and that the Valleys 
had no poſitive Right toexerciſe their Religion. That So- 
vereigns do no injultice in not being willing to ſuffer more 
than one Religion in their Countrey ; and that the Evan- 
gelical Cantons themſelves juſtified his Royal Highneſs's 
ConduRt, by not enduring Roman Catholicks amongſt 
them. Moreover, That the Conceſſions granted to thoſe 
of the Valleys, had been quridicslly examin'd ; and that 
it was agreed, that the Conceſſions and Favours a 
Prince grants to his Subjelts, may be revoked according 
to his pleaſure, That his Royal Highneſs did forbid the 
Inhabitants of the Valleys nothing bur the Exerciſe of their 
Religion, but that he did no ways intend to force their 
Conſciences. 


Bat the Ambaſſadors by their Reply told the Marqueſs 
of St. Thomas, That how ſtrong ſoever his Royal High- 
neſs's Reaſons were to conſent to his Edict of fanwery laſt, 
they conld not prevail over thoſe that did neceſſarily en- 

age him to obſerve the promiſes given before this Edict. 
at ſome conſiderations of Stare ought not to diſpence 
a Prince from performing bis Word, principally if he be 
entred into this Engagement by the Mediation of another 
Sovereign ; and that whereas the Patents and Conceſſions 
granted to the Inhabirancs of the Valleys had been acqui- 
red by the Intercefſion of ſeveral Kings, Princes, and 
States, and, in particular, of their Excellencies the Prote- 
ſtant Cantons, and confirmed by his Royal Highneſs, he 
could allege nothing that might diſcharge bim from the 
Obligation of ſeeing them punctually obſerved ; and the 
rather, becavſe theſe Parenrs have been enrolled by the 
Parhament of Savoy; and that the only enrolling of the 
year 1620. had coſt the Churches of the Valleys 6000 
Crowns. 

That, in caſe ſome Changes bappening in a Srate, or 
ſeveral RefleRtions that could be made according to the 
Rules of Politicks, were proper exceptions to elude the 
Obfervation of Treaties, there would be ane” in a 

ove- 
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Sovereign's Promiſe, Faith and Honeſty would be altoge- 
ther baniſhed out of their Commerce. And ſince no body 
could be aſſured of the execution of thoſe things which 
they had agreed upon, there would be left no means to 
terminate Wars, and to conclude Alliances. 

That therefore the Conceſſions granted by the Prede- 
cellors of his Royal Highneſs to the Inhabitants of the 
Valleys, did acquire them an unconteſtable Right, which 
they could not loſe but by an enormous Crime, and by a 
Rebellion againſt their lawful Sovereign ; and that, far 
from being guilty of any want of their Duty, they could 
produce a Letter of his Royal Highneſs, of the 2d of 
September 1684. which is an authentical and glorious proof 
of their Fidelity, and an inviolable adberency which they 
had always ſhewed to their Prince's Intereſt. 

That if in caſe, after the publication of the laſt Edict, 
ſome particular perſons amongſt them had taken up Arms, 
they had not done it to make uſe of them againſt their So- 
vereign, but only to defend themſelves againſt thoſe that 
abuſing his Authority, bad undertaken to attacque and to 
inſule them z and that in caſe there had been ſome diſor- 
der commitred, thoſe that were the Authors ought to be 
puniſhed; bur that it ought not to be imputed to the 
whole Body of the Churches of the Valleys, that were in 
no manner guilty of it. 

That it could not be ſaid, that the Inhabitants of the 
Valleys had acquired no Right by the Grants of his Royal 
Highneſs's Predeceſlors ; and that they were not only ſome 
Favours and ſimple Tolerations ; it being notorious, that 
they are Treaties made between the Prince and his Sub- 
jets ; and that theſe Treaties are perpetual and irrevoca- 
ble, and ought to be inviolably obſerved. 

That the Prince was equally obliged co execute the pro- 
miſes he had made to his Subjects, as thoſe that regarded 
ſuch perſons that are in no manner under his Submiſſion. 
That ſuch Obligations were grounded upon publick Faith 
and Honeſty, which ought to rule in all Treaties of So- 
vereigns, Withoue diſtinCtions of thoſe with which they did 
engage themſelves; That if it was allowable to fail in what 
they had ſolemnly promiſed to their people, it would be 

D impoſſi- 
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impoſſible to terfninare Affairs that Niould arife Between 
them, rior to dppeaſe theſe rronbles char Happen in their 
Stare; ard that two Parties thaking War of! one ano- 
ther . would nevet end their quarrels , bnt By the total 
Ruinof one of therh. 

They added to this, That Sovereigns had reaſon to em- 
ploy their utmoſt endeavours to unite their SnbjeCts in the 
fame Religion ; but that to compaſs it, they ought Hor to 
violate Treaties which had been formerly made with then, 
That all that was allow'd them in fach a caſe, was, to 
employ Inſtruftion and Exhorration, and all the winning 
ways of (weetneſs, that are effe&nal ro make truth enter 
into the Souls of their People, ro chear chicir Underftan- 
dings, arid © trove ther ro embrace with good will the 
true Religion : Bat rhat which deſerved a particular con- 
fideration In this Encounter, is, Thar the Inhabitanrs of 
he Vaſleys did not hold by che Conceſſions of cheir Princes 
che liberty co exerciſe in publick their Religion, becauſe it 
was eſtabliſhed in this Country above eight Ages ago; and 
that they enjoy'd this Right long time before they were 
Sibjedts to bis Royal Highneſt's Anceftors ; inſomuch that 
having never been of the Religion of their Prince, it conld 
not be ſaid that they had abandon'd it, nvr oblige them ts 
return to it. 

Beſides that, his Royal Highneſs's Predecefſors, who did 
frint leave tothe Inhabirahts of che Valleys to continue 
the exerciſe of their Religion , Wete very ſenfible rhar 
Unity of Religion Was not neceſſary to the Advantage and 
Security of the State, for elſe they wottld have been very 
fir from granting them ſolemn Patents, or from con- 
frtming them from time co time, as they have done. 

And indeed they hat fo much the left ro fear from a di- 
verſity of Religion which is found in Pixmorr, chat thoſe that 
were not of his Communion, were ſhut up in a little cor- 
ner of the Country ; that they were Met without Autho- 
rity or Power, and that had no deſign to extend their Do- 
(trine to the other parts of his Countries. 

That, on the other hand, he had reaſon to fear, that 
bis Ex2mple ſhould be followed by rhe Proteſtant Princes ; 
a-d that, in his iniitation, they did not uſe their Catholick 

Subjects 


WW" Wo” FP VP PV” GW” Oh, © VB ST SOS WW ST WW un 09 


ME os oo wx *F ”7 mm rF7T TS mor 


Lad 


ww 5 


WELLS 


[ 19] 


Subzes in the ſame manner that he gop!ld uſe thoſe of 
their Religion ; 4nd that, canſequently, che Jagereſt of thaſe 
of bis own Party ſhapld binder bim from making uſe of 
farce to ablige the Inhabitants of che Valleys to rengungce 
their Faith. 

That though it ſeemed his Rayal Highneſs would not 
force them to embrace tbe Romiſh Religion, in that be ws 
ſatisfied to deprive them of the publigk Egerciſe of their 
Religion, leaving thera as to the ceſt in a full Liberty of 
Conlci ; yer it was viſible, chat they were not only 
obliged, under rigorous Penalties, to haptize their Children 
in the Cathalick Churches, and to hring them np in the 
Romiſh Religion ; which was as inſuppartable to them, as 
if they were farced themfelves to make profeſſion of ir : 
But that, moreover, being hindred to pray to God ageard- 
ing to their Faith, their -onſciences ſuffered as great tor- 
ments, and lay almoſt under as cruel conſtraints, as if 
they were obliged by forge to praftige a Worſhip whish 
is condemned by that Religion in which they have been 
educated. 

Beſides , That forbidding the People the exerciſe of 
their Religion, is to throw them into a diflolation, and Athe- 
iſm it ſelf; and conſequently, to cauſe them a greater Evil 
than if they were forced to enter into the Romiſh Churob. 


Theſe Reaſons were ſo ſtrong, that the Ambaſſadors ho- 
ped they would have ſore efieft in his Royal Highneſ's 
mind ; and that the Marqueſs of St. Thowmgs would be plea- 
ſed ro make them known to him , and employ bis Credit 
which he bad with him, to obtain the reyoking of an Edit 
which , without doubt, be had thought to be guſt, and 
which he would not bavye publiſhed , if be bad been per- 
ſwaded that it was contrary to what a guſt and equitable 
Sovereign owe1 to his faichfyl Subzets. 

But they did not content themſelves to repreſent the 

Right of the Piewenteſe Churches, and to ſupport them 
by ſolid Reaſons ; for they employ'd ſeveral days in follici- 
ting all the Miniſters of his Royal Highneſs, and all per- 
ſons they zudged capable to contribute to the Succeſs of 
their Embaſly : But above all, yy ſtuck cloſe to the cn 
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queſs of St. Thomas, as one from whom depended all 
the Good and all the Evil they could expett in this Ren- 
counter; and if we ought to jadge of things by their ap- 
peararce, the pains they took to diſpoſe him to be favoura- 
ble ro them, were not altogether unſucceſsful. 

For he did proteſt upon Oath, that they bad expoſed to 
his Royal Highneſs the Contents of the Reply, which he 
had been charged to preſent to him; that he had done all he 
could to make him ſenſible of the Keaſons they made uſe 
of to obtain the revoking the EdiCt ; but that che Junure 
of Aﬀairs was the cauſe that he could not per'wade his 
Royal Highneſs to grant thera their Requeits. Newverthe- 
leſs, added he, whereas the Prince's Troops are not yet upon 
March, the Inhabitants of the Vallies may make a ſhew as if 
they were willing to execute the Edift becauſe that ſuch a Condut# 
is not contrary to the Maxims of your Religion, that are bere- 
in oppoſite to the DoFrine of the Catbolick-Chnrch, and by theſe 
means they will diſarm the Prince, and they may find after- 
wards ſome means to prevent the Evil: they are threatned 
with. 

Our Doftrine (anſwered the Ambaſſadors) does in no 
ways approve the diſſembling of our Faith, and oblige us 
ro profeſs before man the Trath whereof our hearts are 
perſwaded. But this is not our buſineſs at preſent ; the 
Queſtion is, to know whether His Royal Highneſs could 
lawfully revoke the Conceſſions granted to the Churches 
of the Vallies. Now, whereas they are Ingagements in 
which he is entred by the mediation of ſeveral Sovereigns, 
and amongſt others by that of the Lawdable Cantons our 
Sovereign Lords, it is evident that nothing is capable to 
break them. | 

Yet to neglect nothing of what conld contribute to the 
ſucceſs of their Negotiation, the Ambaſſador made fome 
new Efforts both by the Marqueſs of St. Thomas, and the 
otherMiniſters of His Royal Highneſs ; but they ſaid all,(as 
they bad concerted their Anſwer) That the Fdit was irre- 
vocable by reaſon of the preſene Junures, and ſome 
meaſures which bis Royal Highneſs had raken: 

And becauſe befides the Reaſons drawn from the na- 
ture of the Conceſlions granted to the Inhabitants of the 
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Vallies, and the intereſt the Cantons had to ſee them ob- 
ſerved, they repreſented the inconvenience that might fol- 
low the execution of the Edit, and amongſt others, thoſe 
his Royal Highneſs bad reaſon to fear from the entring of 
Forreign Troops into his Territories, of the loſs of confſi- 
derable number of his Subzets, that bad rendred ſeveral 
important ſervices to their Prince, and that were in a con- 
dition to ſpill all cheir Blood, to fignalize their love which 
they bore him; of the diminiſhing of his Revenues, which 
would neceſſarily follow the deſtruCtion of thoſe Wretches ; 
to which they added the blame his Royal Highneſs would 
draw upon him by turning his Arms againſt his own Peo- 
ple; the damage which a Civil War would cauſe to his 0- 
ther SubjeCts that were neighbours to the Vallies; with ſe- 
veral other Confſidererations of this nature. The Mini- 
ſters of the Prince had no regard for them, and gave the 
Ambaſſadors ro underſtand, That the Council of State ba» 
ving examin'd them,did judge they were not ſtrong enough 
to hinder the Prince from publiſhing his EdiCt againſt bis 
Subjects of the Vallies; and that ſuppoſing the Edit ſhould 
really cauſe ſome inconvenience to his Royal Highneſs, he 
would neverthele(s not deſiſt from it, for fear a charge of 
this nature ſhould be a prejudice to bis Authority; and 
that endeavouring to preſerve ſome of his Subjetts, he 
might run the hazard to loſe them all. And though the 
Miniſters ſeemed to be firm in their Sentiments, and ſhew- 
ed they were not convinced at the Juſtice of the Demands 
the Ambaſſadors made, it was well known that they did. 
maintain the EdiCt againſt their own Opinion, and one of 
them did confeſs frankly, that his Royal Highneſs's Coun- 
cil had not enough examined the Conceſſions of the year 
1655. and 1664, and that in caſe they had made ſome 
necelſary RefleCtions on them, they would never have ad- 
viſed the Prince to revoke them; but he did affire them, 
that the Evil was now without remedy, and that the Soli- 
citations of the Ambaſſador to oblige the Prince to change 
his Will, would be in vain ; and one of the Miniſters frank- 
ly confeſſed, that the Prince was Maſter of this Aﬀair, and 
that they executed at 7wrin thoſe Orders that were given. 


at Verſailles, 
| Thiz 
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This fincere Confeſſion made the Ambaſſadors judge tha 
a!l cheir Inftances and Solicitations would prodnce no Ef 
felt; cherefore ſeeing ir wovld be impoſſible for them rc 
qbcain the revocation of rhe Edift, they chought fir accor: 
ding to the chief bead of their Inſtruftions, ro demand 
that which related to the Second Article of the Orders they 
had received from* their Sovereigns, 42. To procur: 
the Inhabicants of the Valligs rhe means ro retreat fome 
where elſe, and to diſpoſe of their goods as they ſhould 
think fir. 

But becauſe their inftrotion was, to make about this 
Point no Propoſals io the Conrt of Turin, but with the 
conſent of the Inhabitants of the Vallies, they told the 
Marqueſs of St. Thomas, that whereas for ſeveral reaſons 
they had entertained no correſpondency with them, they 
were willing to make a joneney into the Vallies, to inform 
themſelves exaCtly of the dijpoſition of this People, and to 

means by the acquainrancs-of their intentions,to make 
Emer eb. of a new'Negonation. Put chey gaye him 
to underſtand at the fame'time, rhey would by no means 
pndercake this Voyage, but with'bis Royal Highneſs's full 
conſent. 

The Marqueſs of St. Thomas having vs 7g his Royal 
Highneſs wich the defign of the Ambaſſadors, fent them 
word that he approved their intentions, and that be would 
give orders to rhe Governour of Lucern to do them all thar 
honour, and to ſhew them all che reſpeR that is due to. 
their CharaRter. 

The Ambaſſadors beingentred into the Vallies, acquain- 
ted all che Comminalty with their Arrival, who difpatch'd 
immediately two Deputies, and two Miniſters to them, 
to whom they repreſented : That chey bad employed all 
cheir utmoſt endeavours to make the Edit of the 3 14t 
day of Fanyary to be revoked, but that all their Reafons 
and Inftances bad been unſucceſsſul ; Thar it had been gi- 
ven them to underſtand, that his Royal Highneſs was fo 
much engaged with one of the moſt powerful Monarchs 
of the whole Univerſe: That it was impoffible for him co 
break it: And that he was reſolved to do all bis endea- 
vours to unire his Subjects inthe ſame Religion as he had 
promiſed him. 1 here- 
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Therefore there were no hopevleſt of bbtaining the re- 
voking the Orders that had been given againſt them. That 
their Sovereign Lords bad commanded them, that in caſe 
his Royal Highneſs ſhould perfiſt in bis reſolution to exe- 
cute his Edict, they ſhould demand his permiſſion to give 
them leave to retreat out of his Territories, and to diſpoſe 
of cheir goods, But that they had not been willing to en- 
ter into any Negonation upon this Article, withour being 
fick informed abour their intentions about it. That there- 
fore they ſhould aſſemble to deliberate ſeriouſly about ſo 
important a buſineſs, and to acquaint them afterwards 
with What they defired of them in the prefent Junctures. 

The Lepnies and Miniſters baving conference rogerher 
aboat this Propoſition, before they reſolved upon any 
thing, they pray'd the Ambaſſadors to 4ſſift them with 
theit wiſe Advice and prudent Council. Burt rhe Ambaſta- 
dors d:d refuſe to adriſe them in fo intricate a buſineſs, tel- 
ling them they were better acquainted with their own For» 
ces; With the ſenuation of the Places where they did in- 
tend to rettench themſelves; with their Ammunitition and 
Proviſions, than thoſe to whom they did addreſs them- 
ſelves to know their Sentiments, and that therefore they 
themſelves could take the beft meaſures abont it. 

Nevertheleſs, not being able to defend themſelves againſt 
their ardent defires, and thinking that they were obliged 
m chariy to aſſiſt them in ſo ſlippery a paſſage, they at 
laſt granted them their defires, 

But to be able to advife them with a full cogniſance-of 
the cauſe, they did inform themſelves exacty of the num- 


- ber of thoſe that were able to bear Arms in the Valies, of 


the experience, valour and conduct of their Officers, of 
the paſlages of, and avenues to theig Countrey, of rbeir 
Ammunition, and of the quality and/poodneſs of their 
Arms : they asked rhem above all, if che Inhabirantsof the 
Vallies were well umced; and having been informed that 
they all were not abore 2500 fighting men, that there 
were amongit them more than 12000 mouths, only fir 
to conſurne ; that in ſome places Proviſions began already 
to fall ſhort; that the Troops of France and Saves: had 
Que up all the Patlages cthrovgh which chey might expect 
Recruits: 
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Recruits : that they had no hopes of any Succours; that 
it was not very difficule either to ſtarve them, or to reduce 
them by force of Arms; that they could not retreat 80 
their Neighbours, as in the precedent War : That the 
French King, who did formerly proteCt them, was their 
greateſt Enemy ; that with few men they were to defend 
a large Countrey ; that being ſeparated one from another, 
they could not ſpeedily affiſt choſe ſhould ſtand in need of 
it; that in the very Vallies there were ſome Romar-Catho- 
licks, that had an eye upon their Actions, and that gave 
advice to the Court of all their Tranſattions; and which 
was worſt, . that two great Princes were joined to their de- 
ſtrution. They told them, that they were much afraid, 
that conſidering their condition, they ſhould not be able to 
reſift ſo many Forces that . were about to fall upon them, 
and that it would be more advantagions for them to think 
of a retreat out of their  ountrey,provided leave could be 
got to ſel] their Goods, and to carry along with them 
what chey were able to ſave; out of the Shipwrack: that 
they were not poſitively informed of his Royal Highneſs's 
intention-abour it ; but notwithſtanding he had refuſed it 
to the Inhabitants'of the Vallies, when they did ask it in 
the third Petition they preſented to their Prince, after his 
laſt Edit, yer-they were in hopes that it would be gran- 
ted them. in confideration of their Sovereign Lords. 
:., The Miniſters and Deputies having heard this advice,de- 
fire the Ambaſſidors togrant them leave to:conſule roge- 
ther abour it before they gave them cheir Anſwer ; and ha- 
ving left them, they did debate about it for three hours, 
without coming to any reſolution, every Party maintain- 
ing their. Sentiments with very great heat. Some of them 
were of an Opinion that they onghr nat to leave their 
Countrey, but on' the contrary, they onghr to hazard 
their Lives in maintaining the Privileges had been granted 
them in ſo authentical a manner ; ſaying, It wonld be the 
greateſt coward ze imaginable, ro forſeir their Conrage 
ina Cauſe wererein the honour of God and their Religion 
was concerned. - They added, that the tavour they were 
ro exped, would be of no ule to thoſe chat had nothing to 
deiray the charges of their journey ; that indeed they 
m'ghe 
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might find fome purchaſers of their Eſtates ſcirvate in the 
Plains, bat chat no body would be wifling to buy thoſe upon 
the Mountains ; that there were no ſecurity for them du- 
ring their departure ; that there might bappen ſome 
change in the affiirs of Europe that would render their con- 
dition better than it was at preſent; and that pectavps 
France, that did not think they would be capable of che 
leaſt reſiſtance, finding they did defend themielves with 
much vigor, and that they did deſtroy a parc of her Troops, 
might recal the remainder in order to preſerve them for 
ſome more confiderable exploits; that they were in expec- 
tation both of money and men, that were to be ſent to 
them by Captain Fanave! ; and that they conid never 
want proviſions for making ſoHies, from time to time they 
could oblige cheir Neighbours to furniſh them with rece(- 
ſary Proviſions. 

Thoſe that were of a contrary Opinion, anſwered all 
their Reaſons in the following manner ; That it is crue, 
that both Reaſon and Piety do oblige us to hazard our 
Lives in the Defence of our Liberty, and the Exerciſe of our 
Religion, when we have ſome hopes to do it with ſucceſs; 
but chat when the danger is unavoidable, and our Ruin 
certain, it is Madneſs and Deſpair to precipitate our De- 
ſtrution; and that to take up Arms againſt thoſe, whom 
it is impoſſible to overcome, what efforts ſoever we are 
able to make, is to be our own Enemies and Deſtroyers; 
that they had amongſt them bur few Perſons capable of 
Defence ; and that how reſolute and brave ſoever they 
were, it was viſible they could not very long Reſiſt ewo 
Pa'ſfſant Armies that were going to fall upon chem from 
all ſides ; that it was to feed our ſelves up with vain Ima- 
ginations, to think that che Junture of Afﬀairs might 
change; that we oughr to take our meaſures according 
to the preſent Eſtate of things, and according to what will 
reaſonably happen ; and that good Senſe and Wiſdom did 
not permit us to ground important Reſolutions upon mi- 
raculous Events ; that all Europe enjoyed a profound 
Peace ; and that France being dreaded by all che Scates in 
the World, they had no reaſon to believe that ſhe would 
be attacked by any Prince, = that any thing could bap- 

pen- 
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pen to oblige her to recal her Troops which were ſent 
into Piement to employ them ſomewhere elſe , that they 
ought to make no account of the Succours they were in 
expeCtation of; and that ſuppoſe they who had promiſed, 
ſhould ſend them; yet for every Man they ſhould aug- 
ment their number with, their Enemies would be able to 
oppoſe one intire Company ; that they could not ſubſiſt 
very long for want of Proviſions; and that ſuppoſe their 
Sallies ſhould be ſucceſsful (which was not probable) yet 
all the Proviſions which by this means they would be able 
to get, would not be enough to ſubſiſt ſo many Perſons. 
In fine, they let them ſee, that their Reſiſtance being infal- 
libly by their total Ruin, they would deſtroy at the ſame 
time thoſe Ancient Churches , that bad ſubſiſted with fo 
much Glory in the midſt of ſo many Perſecutions, and 
that it would be much better by a prudent Retreat to 
tranſport this Divine Light into ſome other Country, than 
to extinguiſh it by a haſty Condudt. 

Concering poor Families, they ſaid, That they ought to 
oblige thoſe that were provided, to contribute ſomething 
towards the Charges of their Journey, and concerning the 
Goods which they could not fell, that ſo weak a Confide- 
ration ſhould be no hindrance to them; that their Lives 
ought to be dearer to them than their Lands ; and that it 
was much better to.loſe part of our Eſtate, than to loſe our 
ſelves. 

The Miniſters and Deputies finding that they could not 
agree amongſt themſelves ; and that beſides, it was a buſj- 
neſs could not be decided,but by their Commonalties;told 
the Ambaſſadors, that the Caſe in queſtion being of the 
greateſt [mportance, they could take no Reſolutions about 
it, without having firſt iſlembled all their Commonalties to 
know their Advice, and promiſed them to bring them to 
Turin their laſt Reſolutions, provided they could get for 
them Paſs-ports. 

The Ambaſladors being returned to Turin, gave the Mar- 
queſs of St. Thomas to underſtand, that the People of the 
Vaileys would rather dye upon their Fathers Sepulchres, 
than to Icſe the Spiritual Liberty, and to comply with bis 
Royal Highneſs's Edit; ſupplicating bim with all Reſpect 

due 
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due to him, to be pleaſed to mitigate it; that therefore, 
in caſe his Royal Highneſs would abate nothing in favour 
of his poor Subjects, things would in all appearance come 
to a dangerous Extremity ; and that the Rigour which he 
would make uſe of on this occaſion, would cauſe the Ruin 
of part of his People. To which the Ambaſſadors added, 
That whereas they were in hopes his Royal Highneſs would 
in Conſideration of their Sovereigns, moderate the Orders 
be had given againſt his Subjects of the Valleys; they 
had rtaken the Liberty ro make them ſome Propoſals thac 
would prevent all thoſe Evils which the Execution of his 
Edit would be capable to produce; and that in fine, that 
they might be informed of the Intentions of this People 
about ic, they deſired him to grant Paſs-ports for the De- 
puties which they were willing to ſend them out of the 
Valleys. But the Marqueſs of St. Thomas gave them to 
underſtand, that his Royal Highneſs had very good Rea- 
ſons not to grant a Paſs-port to the Deputies of the inha- 
bitants of the Valleys, and that they mighe ſend the Se- 
cretary of the Embaſly, who might bring them their An- 
{wer. 

And accordingly the Secretary was ſent into the Vallyes, 
with- this following Letter. 


E do not doubt but that your Deputies have faithfully 
acquainted you with our Sentiments, that are not 
grounded according to our Opinion, but upon the Publick Good 
of your Commonalties ; and whereas, ſince our arrival to Tu- 
rin, we have been informed there of ſeveral things that con- 
firm, that our Apprebenſion for you # juſt ; that our Advice 
are good and profitable; We hope that you will follow our 
Counſel we bave given to your Deputies, bring perſwaded that 
God by bus Divine Pads will find out for you a Retreat, 
where you wil! find all the neceſſary Supports of Life and Li- 
berty, to ſerve him in hus Fear, gpd according to your Conſci- 
ence ; and ſince you know, that the preſent State of your Af- 
fairs require a prompt Remedy, and that there « no moment 
loſt to obtain it from your Prince; We found #t wery neceſſary 
to diſpatch immediately our Secretary to acquaint you, that bis 
Rozat Hig neſs did not find it convenient to grant Paſs ports for 
E 2 your 
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yewr Deputies ; therefore we defire you to ſend ut preſently 
your Reſolution in writing, for fear if you ſhould protratt it, 
our Services would be no more reſpefied at Court , and that 
you would render them unſucceſsful to procure you a free and 
adwantagions Retreat, for which (if you deſire it) we will 
Addreſs our ſelves to bis Royal Highneſs with all prſſible Care 
and Afﬀetion, KC. 


The Commonalties having been Aſſembled, the Secreta- 
ry delivered them the Ambaſſadors Letter ; and after the 
reading of it, be told them, That their 4ffairs grew daily 
worſe and worſe; that the Ambaſſador of France did conti- 
nually preſs his Royal Highneſs to execute this Edit; that 
bis Royal Highneſs on his ſide was very impatient of it, 
either becanſe his Reputation was engaged therein, or by 
reaſon of the great Expence he was forced to be at to en- 
tertain the Troops that were in his Territories; that 
ſince it was impoſſible to obtain the revoking the Edit , 
they ought to think upon the moſt convenient means to 
prevail with his Royal Highneſs to grant a Moderation, 
which they were in a Condition to demand. In fine, he 
defired them to make Reflection on all che Conſiderations 
that had been alledged by the Ambaſladors,and to give their 
Anſwer in writing. 

After this Repreſentation, the Miniſters and the other 
Deputies having conſulted together, did agree to Anſwer 
the Ambaſſadors in the following manner. 


My Lords, 

vv FE bave received the Letters which your Excellencies have 
done us the Honour to ſend us by the Secretary of your 
Embaſſy, and have been made ſenſible by bim of the extraordi- 
nary Care your Excellencies have taken to repreſent to bus Royal 
Highneſs , our Sovereign , and bis Miniſters of State, all the 
Reaſons that were moſt capable to maintain us in our Rinhi, as 
alſo the Anſwers made upon the Reproaches of our Condutt, as 
well as in general of all the Valleys, as of ſome particular Perſons, 
for which we cannot but render to your Excellencies, all the moſt 
bumble Thanks which the moſt grateful Perſons can be capable of. 
in the mean time we bave made all poſſible reflefions on the 
Subject 
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Subjeft of your Letter; and on what fide ſoever we turn our 
eyes, we find very great and almoſt inſurmountable difficulties, 
which we bave made bold to ſet down in the incloſed Memor- 
al, which we bhumb;y deſire your Excellencies to take into your 
wiſe conſideration. W: are intirely perſwaded that your Ex- 
cellencies have no other end but to 2nd ome ſolid expedients for 
theſe pror Churches 3, They cannot but make their bumble in- 
fances, that in caſe it be impoſſible to revoke the publiſhed Edit, 
or to find ſome equitable moderation of it, you would have the 
Charity to follow theſe other exyedients which you will judge 
woſt proper for the conſervation of thoſe that rely altogether 
upon your condutt afterh aving ſurveyed the difficulties which 
the id Memorial mentions. This is, my Lords, the gen:ral 
ſentiments of thoſe Churches, that will never deſiſt to pray the 
Divine Majeſty for the proſperity of the ſacred Perſons of your 
Excellencies, and the happy ſucceſs of your holy Emploiment. 
Theſe are the Prayers of, My Lords, 


Your moſt Humble, moſt Obedient, and moſt Obliged 
Servants, the Minifters and Deputies of the Evange- 
lical Churches of Piemonr. 


Siderac Baſtie, Moderator. 
David Leger, Adjoint. 
Fean Chawvie, Secretary. 


Fean Laurens, 

Fean Fabier, 

G. Manelot z 

P. Leydet, Miniſters. 
P. Fabjer, 

Giraud, 

Bertrand, 


can Manelct. 
fer Peyrot. 
Tean Baptifte Roberto. 
Angrogne, March Etienne Gantier. 
the ;5. 41686, Paul Beax. 
Fran Pierre Guantan- 
Daniel Alberan. 
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In their Memorial they did remark in the firſt place;that 
only the rich Families would be able to provide for their 
Journies ; that the others, how well intentioned ſoever they 
were, could not doit by reaſon of their poverty ; and that 
ſtaying behind, they would infallibly be forced to change 
their Religion. 

2. T1 hatirmight happengthat after the principal Perſons 
were out of the Countrey, the others would be detained 
under ſome pretence or other, though it was promiſed 
them to grant them Liberty of doing what they pleaſed, 
and that after baving revoked ſuch Parents as were granted 
them by the mediation of ſeveral Sovereigns, they would 
make no bones to break their word with the Ambaſladors: 

2- That they would fail ſecretly to obſtruct the ſelling 
of their goods, forbidding the Roman-Catrholicks to buy 
them ; and that after all, they would not be able to ſell 
thoſe that were ſcituate upon the Mountains, and in barren 
places, but only thoſe that were in the Plains. 

4. They defired the Ambaſſadors to demand the pay- 
ment of thoſe ſums that were juſtly owing to them, and 
which they could not ask for, before their departure. As 
alſo it would pleaſe his Royal Highneſs to prevail with the 
French King to ſell their Eſtates which they had in the Val- 
lies of Peronſe, and to ſue for the payment of what was ow- 
ing them by the Inhabitants of that Countrey, 

5. They begged for a ſufficient time to ſell their goods, 
and to find out a retreat, and that in the mean while the 
Execution of the Edi ſhould be ſuſpended, and leave gi- 
ven to the Miniſters to continue their F xerciſe as be. 
fore. 
In fine, They propoſed to the Ambaſſadors the difficulty 
they would have to find Horſes and Carriages enough to 
tranſport them, with cheic, Families and Goods, out of the 
Countrey, there being at leaſt in the Vallies 15000 Per- 


ſons. 


This Memorial being delivered to the Ambaſſadors, with 
a Letter of che Inhabitants of the Vallies, they went to 
make a viſit to the Marqueſs of Sr. Thomas, and having 


told him that they were in hopes of perſwading this Peo- 
ple 
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ple to abandon their native Countrey, provided they could 
do it with ſafety and advantage, they defired him to know 
of bis Royal Highneſs if he was willing to grant leave to 
his unhappy Subjefts to retreat out of his Tcrritories, and 
in caſe he found him inclined toit, he ſhould defire bim 
that he would be pleaſed to nominate ſome of his Privy 
Council, with whom they might agree, about the Arti- 
ticles of theit Retreat, and to remove all difficulties they 
ſhould meet with. 

While the Ambaſſadors ſtaidfor his Royal Higbneſs's an- 
ſwer, they ſolicited with eagerneſs all his Miniſters of State 
to engagage them to perſwade him of what they deſired 
ſhould be granted on this occaſion. 

But their cares did not meet with that ſucceſs they were 

in expeQation of; for His Royal Highneſs ſent them word by 
the Count of Mar/enas, That being informed by bis Miniſters, 
that they made their earneſt inſtances to obcain a free retreat 
in favour of his Subjects of the Vallies,and to regnlate with 
his Miniſters the Article about it be' had charged bim to 
give them to underſtand ; that this people having dared 
ro take up Arms againſt him at the time that no Troops ap- 
proached towards their Countrey,had committed a Thou- 
ſand inſolent things,and had dared him with the confidence 
deſerving the moſt rigorons Puniſhments;and that therefore 
they were unworthy of the Favour the Ambaſladors deſired 
for them ; in ſo much the more, that before their arri- 
val at Conrt, they had preſented ſeveral Petitions with 
'a profound Submiſſion to obtain ſome Mitigation of the © 
Edi&t, and that now they pretended with their Swords in 
their Hands to revoke, it ; but nevertheleſs , that they 
aſſured the Ambaſſadors, that in caſe the Rebels ſhould 
ſhow ſome Repentance of their paſt Condu, and ſub- 
mit themſelves with that ReſpeCt they did owe him, he 
was in a Condition to make them ſenſible of the Effes 
of his Clemency , and to ſhow them bow much Regard 
they had for the Recommendations of the Evangelical 
Cantons. 

The Ambaſſadors being ſurpriſed with this new Propo- 
ſition, anſwered the Count of Mar/enas, That it ſeemed 
to them, that his Royal Highneſs could not reaſonably de- 

mand 


* 
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mand of his SubjeRs, that Submiſſion be had ſpoke of; that 
in caſe this People did declare, that they had fail'd in whar 
they owed their Sovereign, they would render themſelves 
Criminals by their own Confeſſion ; that therefore, they 
conld not be obliged to make a Declaration of this nature; 
and that tho they ſhould employ themſelves ro perſwade 
them to it, it would be impoſſible to obtain it, far fear 
they ſhould blacken themſelves with a Crime they thought 
themſelves innocent of, and to give way to a Confilcation 
of their Goods, that they might render themſelves ſu- 
ſpeed by them, in making them ſuch a Propoſition ; and 
that ſuch an Overture would produce no other Eff2, but 
to protradt the time of their Negotiation, and indeed to 
render it fruitleſs. 

But whereas the Count of Mer/enas ſhowed, That his 
Royal Highneſs abſolutely expeCted, that the Submiſſion of 
the Inhabitants of the Valleys ſhovld precede the Favour he 
would do them ; the Ambaſſadors judged, that they ought 
to apply themſelves to the Marqueſs of St. Thomas to ap- 
peaſe his Royal Highneſs's mind ; therefore having waited 
on him, they deſired him to repreſent to his Royal Highb- 
neſs, that the endeavouring to oblige his Subjects to confeſs 
themſelves guilty of Rebellion, He deſired a thing of them 
they could nor grant; that a Declaration of this nature 
would cover them with Erernal Infamy ; that indeed , 
with a good Conſcience they could not confeſs a Crime 
they were innocent of;\ and that at laſt, his Royal High- 
neſs ſeemed to make but little Refletions upon the In- 
ſtances and Interceſſion of their Sovereigns ; deſiring, that 
the Favours he was asked for, ſhould be the Condition of a 
Submiſſion, to which bis Subze(ts could not conform them- 
ſelves, 

But the Marqueſs of St. Thomas gave them the ſame 
Anſwer they received from the Count of Merſenas. That 
the Prince was inexorable upon this Article, and that it 
was impoſſible to prevail in the leaſt, with bis mind, 
what Reaſon ſoever they could alledg; and that therefore 
is was in vain to endeavour to make time change his Reſo- 
lution. 


The 
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The Anſwer of the Marqueſs of St. Thomas troubled 
very much the Ambaſſadors, who were afraid chat this 
was a ſtumbling-block prepar'd for the Inhabicancs of the 
Valleys ; and that there was a Deſign laid to condemn 
them upon their own Confeflion of their Rebellion. Ne- 
vertheleſs they thoughe that this difficulty ought not to 
oblige them co break the 'Treaty which they had entred 
upon ; they conſider'd that the Prince might publiſh in 
the World, That his SubjeRts had ſcorned to accept of 
his Favours. Beſides, they conſidered, that the ill ſucceſs 
of chis Negotiation might be imputed to them ; but the 
= reaſon that confirmed them in this deſign, was, 
chat thzy found that it would be more advantagious to 
the Inhabitants of the Valleys to ſhew this compliance 
with cheir Soveraign's Will,. that to expoſe themſelves 
to all the Miſeries their Diſobedience might draw u 
them ; it was for this reaſon that they reſolved to conſent 


'to the Accommodation was offered them, ir being a leſſer 


Evil, than to ſee the Churches of the Valteys deſolate ; 
and the rather, that the Marqueſs of St. Thomas did affure 
them, That his Royal Highneſs, to mark the Eſteem he 
had for them, would grant upon their Interceflion, all 
that he could reaſonably be asked for, without wound- 
ing his Reputation. | 

ut before they did propoſe to the Inhabitants of the 
Valleys what their Prince expeRed from them, the Am- 
baſſadors did deſire not only to be informed of the Na- 
ture of the Submiſſion which they would oblige them to, 
but alſo to regulate the Form and the Terms of ir, with 
the Miniſters of his Royal Highneſs. 

Therefore having made on both ſides ſeveral Projes 
of the Petition which his Royal Highneſs was to be pre- 
ſented with, by his SubjeRts of the Valleys, ic was at laſt 
agreed that it ſhould contain a very humble Supplication, 
by which they were to defire the Prince to pardon their 
Offences, and to beperſwaded, that if they had failed in 
their Reſpe& which they owed hiny, yet that they were 
not come ſhort of that Fidelity which could be expected 
from dutitul Subjects. F Atter 
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Afﬀeer which the Ambaſſadours having fe Paſsports 
for five or ſix of the Inhabicancs of the Vallies, they di- 
ſpatch'd to them the Secretary of the Embaſſy, with this 

ollowing Letter : 


GENTLEMEN, 


Ceerding to your Intention oak jus acquanted ws with 
in your Letter of the 28th of March, and the incloſed 
Memorial, we have deſired of hus Royal Highneſs, That be 
would be pleaſed to grant you toretreat out of bu Territo- 
ries,and to diſpoſe of all your Goods ; and to that purpoſe to give 
as ſome Commſſioners with Power toregulate the manner of your 
Retreat : Wheredf his Royal Hig bneſs bas groen us to underſtand 
by one of bis Miniſters, That being your Soveraign, be could 
nor, without making a breach into bus Honour and Authority, 
enter into @ Treaty with you 3 but that it was requiſue you 
ſhould ſend him froe or ſox Perſons, with full Power to make 
bim that Submiſſion which you owe bim 5 and to ak by 6 
Petition, what Favour you deſire ſhould be granted to you ; and 
that afterward: he: will let you ſee the C ations be has for 
cur Soeraignty. It 45 true, that we expetted a more favourable 
Anſwer than this ; but nevertheleſs, to take away all pretences 
hu Royal Righneſs could take bold on, to make (uch Deliberati- 
ons that might be fatal to you, we think you will do well to ſend 
your ies bitber as ſoon as u poſſible, promiſing you, that 
we will aſſift them with our Counſels in the delryering their 
Petition. Our Secretary is to deliver you tha Letter, with the 
incloſed Paſiports, which will acquaint you more at length with 
the particulars of our Negotiation, and with the diſpoſition of 
the Court in your regard, &c. 


The Secretary of the Embaſly having delivered this 
Letter tothe Deputies of the Valleys which he had al- 
ſembled, and given them an exa&t Account of all the 
Negotiation of the Ambaſſadors , and of the eife& ir 
had produced ; made them a long Speech, to exhort 
them to a compliance with their Prince's Will, and _ 

them 
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them to diſpatch him with all ſpzed, aſſuring them that 
in conſideration of the Ambaſladors, they would obtain 
much more favours then they did expe, 

The moſt ſenſible and moſt reaſonable Perſons of this 
Aſſembly, and above all the Miniſters, imployed their 
utmalt endeavours to oblige the others to ſubmit them- 
ſelves to the Law which they would impoſe u yen them ; 
becauſe in that extremity which they were reduced unto, 
they muſt cicher periſh wich their miſerable Families, or 
do what was deſired of them, 

But all thoſe Reaſons which the Ranch could alledge, were 
not capable to perſwadg them ; inſomuch, that after ha- 

debated the Queſtion, and con (ulted together about 
Maa hr a wROW Y, they fy diſlalye themlglyes with- 
out being able to agree in the Qpinion, Thoſe of 
the Valleys of Xt, Martyn, of Pezonſe, of St. Bartholemew, 
of Feng is, of cel 


of Vilere, and of Roxas, and 
La Tour were of —___ make thoſe Subm 

Gans which were deſired ; and having eb 

ſame to __ Nev wm EE for Tarn, om 


charged Fl which 
o- m_ a 
A oped: 
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{adours their delivered them 
this following op 
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Moſt High, Mighty, and Soveraign Lords, 

N follow of the Letter, your, Excellencies have been pleaſed' 
] to write to thoſe Valles ſome few days ago, our Churches of 
Sr. Jean, Angrogne, and Boby, throw themſelves at your 
Feet, to aſſure you of their humble Reſpett, and of their due 
acknowledgments of the Favours your Excellencies endeavours 
to obtain for them, from bis Royal Highneſs, our Soveraign, 
concerning the Contmuation of the Exerciſe of our Religion in 
theſe places And concerning the Propiſals that are now on 
foot, having been uncapable of —_ our People to the 
ſame Sentiments, which the other Churches have, in order to 
comply with your Excellencies Demands, we have chary'd our 
Deputy, Mt. Davict Blanchis, Syndicus of rhe Communalry of 
St. Jean, 14 acquaint you by word of mouth, of our true 
Sentiments. And we, humbly beſeech you, that you would be 
pleaſed to continue the effetts of your inexprimable and Fatherly 
Charity, and principally in regard of your powerful Interceſſions 
by bis Royal Highneſs, about the above-mentioned Subjef : 
Beſeeching the Lorq to bleſs your Negotiation, and to be your 
abundant Rewarder of all the Carts, Pains, and Troubles. your 
Excellencies bave the yoqdneſs 10 take for our poor Flocks, "in 
the Name, of whith we 'make it always oar Gly to carry 
with all Reſpe and Submiſſion imaginable the Title of your 
Excellencies mo#t humble, mo#t obedient, and' much obliged 
Servants, the Deputies of the following Churebez, 


"ects Pye 
Jean Putta, for Angrogne. 


"OF; Marque de nr" 

C47 Ne rin N. Ly ow 

/ | F _ Dane, Counſellor the Church of Boby, 
/ Stephen Pertin, Deputy 


/ Angrogne April tht 4th, 1686. 
E. The 
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The Sieur De [2s Baſtie, Miniſter at St. Fean, touch'd 
the Diviſions of theſe poor Churches, writ to the Am- 
baſſadours in theſe following Terms : 


My Lords, | 

Take the liberty to render your Excellencies my moſt bum- 

ble Reſpetts, by the Deputies that go to Turin, to make 
their Submiſſion to hs Royal Highneſs, and to preſent him ſuch 
a Petition as your Excellencies will think fit, I and my Bre- 
threw are in the greateſt conſternation and affiiftion in the world 
to ſee our People ſo much divided about a Retreat, apprebend- 
ing their Drviſions will ſpoil your Excellencies charitable Nego- 
tiation with his Royal Highneſs in our behalf, and render their 
Cares and Troubles unſucceſsful. We have employed our ut- 
moſt endeavours to make them ſenſible, that conſidering the pre- 
ſent Tunttures of Aﬀairs, it was the beſt Reſolution they could 
take, but we have not been happy enough to have like ſucceſs 
with all. If we were nat ſatwfied of your Excellencies incom*+ 
perable Charity we ſhould bave reaſon to fear that thu indiſcreet 
Condutt# would much change their goodneſs and zeal for our 
Intere#t. We moſs bambly beſeech your Excellencies to make 
uſe'on this occaſion of your Goodneſs and Clemency, and to con- 
tinue in your infatigable Cares for theſe poor Churches. I moſt 
humbly beg your Excellencies Pardon for my boldneſs,and beſeech 
you to gioe me leave to render you my moſt bumble Reſpetts, 
and to aſſure you, that I am with all the Refpet# and Submiſ- 


- (50 1mag able 
p ng ; My Lords, 


Your Excellencies moſt humble, moſt obedient, 

and moſt obliged Servant, 
i 4+ Sidrac Baſt ie, Miniſter. 
This diverſity of Opinion made the Ambaſladours a- 
fraid, that the ies of their TN x mg. 
diviſion of the Inhabitants of the Valleys mighe prevail 
with his Royal Highneſs to confound the Innocent with 


the Guilty, and to refuſe all a Retreat out of cheir Coun- 
try. There- 


- ligion ; arid the you 
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Therefore they ſent back into the Valleys the Deputy 
of Boby, with a Letter to thoſe that were reſolved to 
take up Arms; and they did conjure him to employ his 
uemolt endeavours ro make them agree with the other 
Churches. 'The Letter was writ in this following man- 
ner : 


GENTLEMEN, 


I T u« true that ones native Soil bas great charms, and that mo#t 
Men have a natural deſire to live and to die there : Yet the 
Children of God ought not to ſet their hearts thereupon, becauſe 
they are Foreigners upon Earth, and Heaven « their true na- 
trve Country ; therefore you will be guilty of miſtru#t toGod's 
providence, if you fancy you cannot find any other Country 
where you may live conveniently, and adore your beawventy 
Father. In what part of the World ſorver we ourſelves be 
tranſported, we ought to think ourſehyes bappy, provided we 
bave there freedom to ſerve God according to aur canſciences : 
You ought to propoſe to yourſelves the examples of the Patri- 
archs, who have p—__ them God's by trufizag to 
bis promiſes, and by abandoning their houſes and fields, to'go to 
inbabite ſome remote Country. A confidence of this nature, 
cannot but be very acceptable to the Lord ; and it # without 
doubt more agreeable with the Spirit of #he Goſpel, thaw to take 
up Arms agam#H your Soveraigs ; it « to Suffermgs Chriſti 
ans are calf d too, and not to @ Reſiſtance : And we do not 
find that either the Apoſtles or the Primitive Church, made uſe 
of any other We again#t their Perſecutors, but Prayers 
and Patience. Theſe avs the Conſiderations that have obliged 
our Soveraign Lords the Evangelical Cantons, to give ws or- 
der of procuring for you from bu Royal Hig bnef, your lawful 
Prince, a free Retreat, with permiſſion to diſpoſe of your Goods, 
in caſe he would no longer grant you the Exerciſe of your Re- 
upon thu Retreat as as tm{upport- 

Unhappmeſi, yet they do nevertheleſi conſider it as @ Fa- 
our, refletiing according to their wiſdom, upon the mi- 
is 


to 
ferable condition you are reduced <. por 
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Pr. woaul! by Very har * obtain it from hs Royal Hig bneſ,, 
and that mn caſe pe and gr.ont t 1.10 : hetr reque#t, you oug be 
mot only to accept it with Lbmifhem, but to ſhew your great 
acknowledgement for it : Whereafter you wil! not doubt that 
we bave hs ſarprized to hear that you make difficulty to re- 
ſolve your/elves to it, and that you have a deſign to reſift two 

ul Princes that are reſolved to extirpate you, in caſe you 
wake the leaft oppoſition ; for by this behaviour you do not one- 
ly aft againft your Duty, again#t Chriftian Prudence, and a- 
£4in#t your true Intereft, but you give us alſo ju#t reaſons to 
complam of you, that having engaged us into a Nepotiation 
with your Prince, you will not take bold of rhoſe athvant- 
ages we are in @ condition to procure you : Open therefore = 
eyes, and conſider the misfortunes you draw upon yourſetvet, 
and the fatal conſequences of your" deſign, that wut needs 
turn to the entire deſtruftion of your Churches and Families. 
Conſider, that what is offer'd you, u ſo advantageont, conſi- 
dering the preſent ſtate of your Aﬀairs, that ſeveral perſons 
of the greateft Quality, would bave accepted of it as the 
nd Happineſs, m the late Perſecutions of France, and 
that they would bave ben exceedingly joyful to get ftark na- 
ked out of their Country without hindrance : If you do make 
Reflefttions wpon all theſe things, we are in hopes that the ex- 
ample of thoſe that are of a better opinion, will touch and per- 
ſwade you to follow the ſame Conduit ; but if you refuſe to i 
mitate it, and if you perſift in your obſtinacy, you will be guil- 
ty __— God, not wnly of baving thrown away your lroes, 
which you might have ſaved, Tu, having expoſed your 
Wrues and your Children to the Maſſacre, bu = having 
cauſed the ruine of theſe noble Remains of the Vaudois 
Churches, which you might have tranſtorted into ſorne other 
Country. And do not flatter yourſelves of —_ le to 
prevent theſe Evils by the means of ſome Succours that ſome per- 
ſons bavve promiſed you, for we do aſſure you, that thoſe rhat 
entertain you with theſe vam imaginations do abuſe you, ani 
that you cannot be aſſiſted from any fide : Tow ought to conſt- 
der, that you will be left by all Men, and by ſome of the we- 
ry Inhabitants of your Conntry, and that therefore you will 
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{oon be deftroyed, either by the Sword or by Famine, and that 
thoſe that may eſcape the fury of their Enemies, will fniſ 
their Lives ether by being burnt at the Stake,upon the Rack, 
or the Gallows : We conjure you, that you would be prevailed 
with by ſo powerful conſiderations, and to agree with the ſen- 
timents of the Commonalty, that are reſolved to deſire of their 
Prince a permiſſion to retreat out of bis Territories, being per- 
ſwaded that the Divine Providence will _ you to = 
places where you will s find more advantageons eſt abit 
ments then rhoſ you ho ea you ; and _— Fd: x af 
are poor will not be in want of charitable perſons that will 
provide them with all neceſſaries. In expettation that God 
will inſpire you with good reſolutions, and that you will give 
to your Deputy ſuch @ Procuration as thoſe of the other Com- 
monalties have groen, we recommend you to bis Mercy and his 
Devine Protettion, reſting, Gentlemen, your very AffeGwonate 
to render you Service. 
Turin, $th of April. 


ExpeRing the return of this Deputy, the Ambaſla- 
dors thoughe fit to acquaint the Marqueſs of Sr. Thomas 
with the diſpoſition of the Inhabitants of the Vallies, 
and to endeavour to prevent the evils their Diviſion 
might draw upon them, as well from his Royal _ 
neſs, as ſome of their Enemies in his Privy Counlel. 
Then they went to pay this Miniſter a Viſic, and told 
- him, that the Deputies were arrived, that five of them 
were ready to make in the name of their Commonalcies 
the Submilſion his Royal Highneb defired of chem, but 
that ſome others, who not knowing what they were to 
expect from the goodneſs of his Royal Highneſs, were 
not yet reſolved to do it ; that in the mean time they 
were admaniſhed by Letter to follow the ſentiments of 
theſe that had a deſire to ſubmit themlclves to his, Roy- 
al ighnck - and that in a ſhort time cheic Reſolutions 
would be known. . 

He was afterwards deſired to intercede in favour of 
this poor People wich his Royal Highneſs, and to be- 

ſcech 


( 4.) 
ſeech him to have ſome indulgence for them ; That 
whereas they were prepoſlefled wich ſome diſtruſt, he 
would be pleaſed to clear their Doubts, ſo that their Sub- 
abode me made by an unanimous accord, to the 
GE SETS 


The 07 ns EN to be ſurprized 
op > (Ee of the Valleys ; never- 
thelels, he he would imploy hi 


gre him the them, and that at laſt the Prince uid nor 
AT a Ton were continu- 
all w to rigour 

the mean time whereas the Court ſeemed to be im- 
patient to ſee the end of this Aﬀair, the Ambaſſadours 
writ a Letter to the Marqueſs of Sr. Thomas, 'to give 
him to underſtand that ud endo «peojlt cf aPs 
tition of the Inhabitants o alleys, which chey were 
ready to deliver, if it owt be | by the Depuries ; 
TIE £7 Cm ©, they deſired him 

t off all things till his return. 

he day after this Letter had been delivered to the 
Marqueſs of S:. Thomas, the Ambaſſadours went to him 
to hn the effet which it had produced ; and where- 
as he was very cager to oblige the five Deputies, who 
were then at Twrw, to ſign ithe Perition which he had 
found in a good' form ; it. was declared to him, that 
the Subſcription could not be made in the abſence of 
him that was fent into the Valleys ; ; that being joyned 
by intereſt, they could not ſeparate chemſelves one from 
another, and that-in fine, ic was agreed, that the Petiti- 
on ſhould be ſigned by all the Depuries . at one time. 
But whereas the Marqueſs of Sr. Thomas had fome 1e- 
cret Orders to halten a Sublcription of chole Deparies 
that were then at Court; he ſeemed not to be (atisfied 
with the reaſons that were given him tor the refuring 
what he deſired ; and che next day after he (ent one of 
his Servants to deſire the A 7 to prevail with 

the 
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riitand, that: it- was not to: ſeparate 
Subſcriptiam choſe that were ingaged, in. the 


gave him to. unde 
in _ the | 


The: . received this Letter, told. the 
of the | ns rr 
That his Royal Highneſs was-extreamly tired. with theſe 
= ng 997 rs afraid he Senkdtaks ſome 
; that wauld' carry. things to a fatal! extremicy 
and: that therefore it was/nocefiacy:to oblige the Depw 
gies to-fign immediately their Petition; and'to it to 
bim. in order co be to his: i 

ha. pm _ Muu» 
in; x re to appear © did:oe 
ſolve to go AL Houſe, but what inſtance ſoever be 
could: make to perſwade.them to ſign the. Petitions and 
for alli he did aſſure them, that it d be. done with- 
out prejudice to thoſe of Boby, yet they edin their 
firſt deſign, excuſing ves. by reaſon of being. ins 


ew 57 ry nds. = Deputy that was 
to the V by the incertitude of the ſucceſs of his 
Negociation, by the ſhortneſs of time for his return, and 
in _— the danger ſuch a proceeding. might draw 
upon t 

The diſpoſitions of theſe Deputies, and of thoſe of the 
Inhabitants of the Valleys, that were reſolved to.cake up | 
Arms, gave great diſturbance to his Royal Highneſs, 
and that which augmented his diſpleaſure was the news | 
he received that they had killed two French Men belong- 1. 
ing to the Cittadel of Pignerol. 

The Ambaſſador of Frence that was much offended 
with. his Royal Highnels's delay co execute his Edidt, did 


nor 


- 
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not fail to take hold on this accident, in order to diſpoſe 

the Prince to revenge himlalf of this crime, that was 

commitred by his SubjeQs in defpice of kis Authority, 

and to perſwade him to keep tio longer any meaſures 

_ thoſe people whom he was pleas'd to file Re- 
S 


In the mean while that their Enemies were buſie to 
their deſtruQion, their Deputies were at Twrine in a mi- 
ſerable condition, and not knowing whar' reſolution to 
take, they deſired the Ambaſſadors advice how they 
ſhould behave themſelves in this great extremity. 

The Atnbaſſadors being in hopes that the Deputy 
who was' gone to Boby would return in a ſhort time, 
and that they might acquaint them with thitigs capable 
to appeaſe his Royal Highnelss mind , thought fit to 
wait for his arrival before they ſhould take any refolaci- 


ONS. 
But whereas the Deputy was waited for a Tong time, 
that his Royal par was comnudlly follidted 
the Ambaſſadour of France, to put a contluſion to 
buſineſs, that beſides the Troops that were in his Tetri- 


tories did put him to very great C , andthe Prince 
was informed that Ab (rr Sr hed 'an 
Expreſs into Switzerland that might bring ſome 
new Inſtructions ; all theſe reaſons did oblige him to 
end this Afﬀair, inſomuch, that how prefling and urgent 
ſoever the"Inſtances of the Ambaſſadors were, in favour 
of the Inhabitants of the Valleys, to perſwade the Prince 
Nill to put off for a little while, 'he publiſhed the gth of 
Tune this following Edie: 


He Divine Providence eft abliſhing Soveraigns above the 

People, has given to the firft the diſtribution of favours 
and puniſhments, that the hopes of the one might make the 
Good mindful of their duty, and that the ſence of the other 
wight prevent the Bad t» abandin themſebues to evil : This 
latter ought to fall from Our avenging our Sub- 
jet: of the V, mrader” os Fu 
2 tende 
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tended Reformed Religion, becauſe it is notorious that they 
have not only gain-ſaid with great obſtimacy, our Order of the 
31# of January la#t, but that they have alſo hardned them- 
ſelves m their Crime, and are fallen into an imormous and con- 
ſumated Rebellion ; Nevertheleſs our natural clemency ſurpaſ- 
ſong their crime, and not contenting ourſelves with our Fatber- 
ly kindneſs, with which we bave ſo long time amp an 
waited for their repentance, we bave ſtill been willing to leave 
to their will hich bas ever followed bad Counſels ) the 
choice of @ good or miſerable Condition, and to open them at 
the Iatt tryal, the gates of our favour, that ſo they may be 
able to oy hold of it in the following manner, and that in 
caſe they ſhould not anſwer it by @ ready obedience, they might 
wot be able to impute _ to po own raſhnefs, 19tir deſerged 

iſhments, which we ſhall infli upon them wuhbous delay. 
 FHoilies confirming in the fe} place our Order w4 the 
31 of January la#t, as far as it ſhall not be found contra» 
ry to thus, ws have by wertue of this pow Edi, with our 
certain knowledge, full power and abſolute authority, and with 


advice of our Privy-Councel, commanded all our Subjets of 
RY, 


" Lucerne, making profeſſion of the pretended Re- 
formed. Religion, to lay yan fe Wor to retire into 
their Houſes within the term hereafter preſcribed. 

We command them alſs to make no more any Aſſociations, 
wor to hold any Conventicles, that ſo according to our mtention 
the Fudge of the place may have a free acceſs, and that the 

es and other Religiow Perſons may return to the 
Churches which they have been forced to leave, and that the 
Catholicks, and thoſe which have imbraced the Catbolick Re- 
Hgion, may return t0 their Houſes which they have abandon- 
e 


And whereas it ts not reaſonable that the Religious 
ries, the Catholicks, and thoſe which have imbraced the Cathe- 
lick Religion, ſhould be at a lofi by occaſion of ſeveral dam- 
es which they bave received from thoſe of the pretended Re» 
> cake” Religion, we deſire, command, and ordain, that all 
the neceſſary ſums to e ifie them be generally and without 
diſtinion be reprized upon the Good: of thoſe of the pretended 


Reforms- 
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Reformed Religion, ſo as it ſhall be ſummary juſtified before 
the Chevalier x einſ Intendant of faftice of the Valleys, 
declaring, neverthal:s, that in caſe thoſe of the ſaid Religion 
a the damages have been cauſed ”/ 
perſons, they may have their Recourſe and 
them. 

And.to ſhew our ſaid Subjeft1 bow great our 
toward: them, we grant |. =- to thoſe = ſhall think of a 
retreat out of our Territorics, to do it within the term, and 
upon the conditions hereafter preſcribed : But becauſe their ill 
will bas ſhewed itſelf but too much by their pat condut#, and 
that ſeveral could bide their evil deſigns under a falſe preten- 
fron of obedience, we reſerve far ourſelves, beſides thoſe who 
ſhall retreat out of our Territories their own motion, ts 
ordain it alſo to ſuch we ſhall think fit, and as we 
it moſt expedient to ſecure the peace of thaſe that ſhall ſtay be- 
hind, whence we do intend to preſcribe the Rules which they 
ſhall obſerve for the ſuture. 

Hnd for an augmentation of our favours, we grant heave 
as well to thoſe that ſhall voluntarily retreat, . as 'to thoſe who 
retreat by our orders, to take along with them their Goods and 
Effe& at their pleaſure, and to ſell thofe they ſhall leave bebind 
them, provided they do it in ſuch a manner as # bereafter pre- 
ſeribe = | 
FO font 6's be aniiifend coneraing Bo 1, and 
thoſe that are born from Strangers, wo ar 9 cfm them: 
ſelves to all but the laf ith of our Order of the 314 of 
January /a#?, bere above mentioned. You 

The ſaid ſelling of Goods be made to Catholicks, or to 
perſons that have embraced the Catholick Religion ; but be- 
cauſe there may perhaps not be found Buyers within the term 
bere-before preſcribed, and that we are not willing that the 
Zealots of that Religion, who ſhall retreat out of our Terri 
rories, ſhould be deprroed of the benefits of our prijent ef} 
on, they may agree about , or fix perſons mto whoſe band: t 
ſhall pus rherr Procurations, who ſhall bave leave to ftay during 
three months in Lucerne, with full liberty to treat and neg 
tiate with whom they think fit to ſell the Goods of thoſe For 

U 
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ſhall have retreated, and who thall have lewor'to preſoribe in 
their 'Procurations the Conditions of their ſelling rheir Goods for 
their better ſecurity , to recevve the Price therelf what place 
oy they defire it ſhould be ſent them, without Fax and de- 
the conſtituted Procurators, om the Chevalier and 
' Monzonx ſhall take care of 

"Th e that ſhall be willing to retreat, all be obliged to meet 
a the” Day and \Ptace bereafter Peet to be ready to depart 
—_—_ Ave *Arms by the way. be named them, either 
Savoy,or the Na a Ate ; ; to thus purpoſe, we will pro- 
vik them with Paſsports, that rbey may receroe no ill uſage or 
binderance in our Territories 3 but that on the contrary, they 
ad wore 1. poſſible affiftapce ; and becauſe that being in great 
be et ro fame Inconveniences upon the way, 
and in bx forrde : "which they are to £o overcharged, 
they ſhall drvide rhemſelves into three Bodies as us berein before- 
— plan ated fy foo 1 of 
rne, ſhall meet at Tour ths Month of April ; the Se- 
= pecFarys; ele, nd Pant , St. Bar- 

tholemew, 


Paruſtine,. ſbs meet at ya 


— axd ſual viz. the Tw 
ile tak, the Ee bing 


the Valleys Ar ePrenk, 6s 
"KF Ma thence the Third = Viz. in. ole Twenty 
third of this Month. 

The term wherein our ſaid Subje7: of the pretended Reform- 
ed , that inhabit the V, Lucerne, Jhal be obli- 
ged to down their Armi , in the manner ag-oþ in the 
Firft Article of this preſent Order, That within Eight Days 
after the Publication bereof in Lucerne The b th 
Oug ht to Prom wr Log: hubs voy 3 fo enjoy t 
fuits of our Clemency by which as well as our Fatherly edtion 
cowards owr ſaid SubjetFs, we leave to its nature and courſe, 
norwith the enormity of their Crimes. And by means 

of @ punGual eruation of al berein contained, we grant our 

avour, Pardon, Remifſn, Abolition, and a ful mmeſty to 
our faid Subjes of all ther Exceſſes, Miſdemeaners, Crimes, 
and orber things which they may have committed ſince —_ 
10 


« 


(47) 


bivatidrs of on Order of the Thirty Firf# of January Lf, as 
w peneral as | {0 | that they 
SD Eng 


prepay 


nevertheleſs hewas willing to ſee the Edie fairh ex9- 


guted, 

+ The Ambaſſadors havin Ks | - = 

preſence, made forne-Reflodtions upon te; 
principally were nor- (atisfied> with the ſhiveencs of: cient 
chat was granted ro thoſs unhappy 'to recreve out 
of his Royal Highnelss Territories; and to difpole of their 
Goods, with the liccle number-of- Procurarors. that wers 
charged to ſell the Goods of ſo greata number of Perſons, 
withthe time in which rhe Goods- were to-de'fold'; and 
with ſome other Difficulties which they mer with in the 
Exemption of this Edit, and which they -reſolvedto pro- 
poſe torhis Royal Highneb; after having ſeriouſly conſt 

dered chem. | 
+ As ſoon as the Ambaſhdor hadleft the Marqueſs, they 
ſenr fos the- Deputies of che Valleys, thas —— 
| make 
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make the Subrhifion,-and- obliged them to return home, 
| deſiring them-to acquaint their. Commanalties withall that 
had plies -as allo-with the-Gontents.of the Edi, and 
to allure chem, Thar unlebs they did ſubmit, ir would be 
impoffible to obcain the leaſt mitigation. in the execution 


+ ſent them out of the Valleys in che following maniner : 

My 1 Is, 1 | / | 
W = wot fil immediately after the arrival of our 
VV Deputy, to make ſome Copies of the Letter which your 
 Excellencies bave been pleaſed to write to our . Churches, and 


they bave hren read _—_— after . Sermon, there can no- 
mg bt ſaid that us either onore; true, or more moving and 

pf orting ; ; and your Excellencies may be fully perſwaded, 
that there us i but that finds, and does acknowledge that 
i # the effe# of your boly and Chriſtian Charity towards our 
Churches ; yet notwithſtanding it bas been till now abſolutely 
smpoſſible to diſpoſe awy People 10 # Retreat out of thus Country ;; 
ſome out of. fear. 6d mig bt cauſe the - of ſeveral Perſons x'#. 
ſhall vent wwe: to flay behinid.; other s by a principle of Conſcience, 
and ethersput of ſeveral other Conſiderations, which our Depu- 
&9 will tek your Excellencies by word of mouth. We are in the 
greateſt conſternation about it, and dare net almo#t appear bes 
fore your Excellencies with ſo much irreſolution : Our People ad- 
bere tht more to their Opinion, becauſe they bawe been acquaint» 
ed, that ſeveral other Churches, at leaHt a great part of thoſe 
that compoſed them, did not know that the buſineſs was about 
ſuch a Retreat, when they gave their Procuration to their Depu- 
Hier, or if they had underſtood them, they bad changed their 
minds, which giue ns juſt reaſon to fear, that in caſe your 
Excellencies ſhould be farther engaged for thus People, you would 
be 


C1 
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be extreamly dif leaſed with their refuſal to Ritreat 3. and it was 
by reaſon of tha fear we' batt bere the laft Sunday; when we 
deſtred your Excellencies to give us leave to inform our ſelves of 
the mind: of Our People about thu P ropoſuuon, fore-ſeerng at the 
ſame time that it would. be ery bard to perſwade thew to it : 
they were for the moſt part reſolved to be their Father's Chil- 
dren, and bope that the Lord will be their Deliverer, that 
would make uſe of feeble things to confound the ſtrong, and that 
Heaven would find out ſore binderance to thoſe Deſugns which 
are formed againſt ws. We do not queſtion but thu extreamly 
afflicts your Excellencies. ; and we are touched with it to our 
Sauls: but it is not in our power to change their Hearts, 
joy! fo diſpoſe of other Mens Will ; nevertbelefs we conjure your 
Excellencies mn all poſſible bumility, that you would not be pleas'd 
to abate your kindneſs to theſe Churches, neither to"deprive us of 
Jour powerful and camfortable ſupport, which, under God, bas 
made ns ſubſift till naw, For God's ſake do always puy ws, 
what way ſoever our ans Pa £9, we lay our Souls before 
God, to ſupplicate him with all ardency, that be would be plesſed 
to direft all things to the Glory of has Holy Name; and the Pre- 
ſervation of our People ; and that be would grant by bis Divine 
Providence, by the means of your Excellencies, we may ſtill get 
the prolongation of ſome days, that we may once more inform 
our (elves of the Sentiment; of our People by the colletting every 
Man's Vieice in partieular, if it be poſſible, to know their latt 
Reſolutions ; ſo that we may not be blamed, neither of one ſide 
or another. The Lord be the abundant Rewarder of your Ex- 

cellencies Charities, and we are with all manner of Reſpe&, 

My Lords, 
Your Excellencies moſt: hamble, moſt obedient, 
and moſt obliged Servants, 


The Deputies of Boby, St. John, and Angrogne. 


Joln Agbitto, Daniel Graffe, Eſt ienn 51 Danno, Deputies of 
Boby, '. Michael Pariſa, fobn Muſchmy, Depuries of Sr, 
Jobn.. .Fobn Duffa, Piezze Du? :, Lews Odin, Dcpa- 
ties of Angrogne. 


Angrognt, Apr. 9. 1636. . 
Not 
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Moſt High, Mighty , and Soveraign Lords, 


wW E throw onr ſelves in all bumility to your Excllencies 
| Feet, © to ſhew you our mot ſenſible and mexpreſſible 
difphen fare that rhe great part of "our Feople are not capable ro 
conſider with a Chriſtian prudence the Favour your Excellencies 
endeavour to procure them, by a free Retreat out of this Country, 
with Body and Goods,and to embrace it with @ boly Foy, as a 
Preſent from Heaven, avid: a Grace which they bave ſighed for 
at other times ; this makes our Hearts bleed, and ſo much the 
more, that your Excellencies Letter which you have been plea+ 
fed to write to them, ſhould have immediately diſpoſed them to 
an Afar of this nature 3 yet we dare ftill moſt humbly beſeech 
your Excellencies to hawe the goodnefi to paſs @ love on alt theſe 
Conſiderations," as knowing wwery well that one bas fo do with 
the Rabble,; it rvery bard to compaſithem, and to make them 
alt ſenſible of the reaſon; and the"ftate of Things, but by the 
length of time , and principally when it x about abandoning 
there ſo old , and ſo dear-preſerved native Sojl : there are , 
weverthileſs ,- @ great many , and the moſt principal of them, 
that reſign themſelves imtirely to your Excellencies Counſel , 
Charity , and Prudence, and that will never oppoſe what you 
will fnd mo#t expedient for the Glory of God , and their wel- 
fare © and preſervation. The Miniſters alſo are all of the 
fame Opinien , and we are all willing OBEY to oh- 
ſerve the Counſel your Excellencies wil! be pleaſed to give me. 
And we moſt hambly beſeech you to pirty ws and our Families, to 
draw' ws ont of = Miufortune which in all appearance « uta- 
- woidable ; thu u the Favour we bepe from your Excellencies, 
and pray the Lord to bleſs your Lordſhips with all manner of 
profperity 5 and we are with all poſſible reſpet# and ſubmiſſion, 
moſt High, Mighty, and Soveraign Lord, 
Your Excellencies moſt humble, and 
moſt obedient Servants, F 
Angrognt,Apr. 9 1686, Sidrac Baſtie, 
Guillaume Mallanor. 


I. We have been informed for certain, by a good hand, that 
bus Royal Hig bneſs will not grams us @ Retreat with our Goods, 
but 


's 
14 
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but that hi pretend: to detain them for the Charges be bis been 
at already. | 

II. That be abſolutely pretends that the Miniſters and Fur- 
reigners ſhould be delivered mio bis bands. 

UL That we ſhould lay down owr Arms, and that we 
ſhould deliver thews wp to the Governour. - ' ' 

IV. That the Troops are to enter anto the Valleys to demoliſh 
the Churches, and to obſtrut# all Divine Exerciſe. 

V. in tae, we bave been informed, that the Counci! would 
by no means ſuffer that the French Troops ſhould march again# 


ms. 

The Ambaſiadors had no ſooner read theſe Letters, but 
they ſent back the Deputy with another Letter, of which 
were made two es, one of chem was directed to thoſe 
of St. Boby,and St. Fob», and the other tothole of Angrogne, 
and Ls Tour. 

In this Letter there was remonſtrated to them the va- 
nity and little ſolidneſs of their Reaſons they made ule of 
not to actept the Favours was offer'd them. It was agreed 
with them, wg dan wares 4 our native Country 
werevery bard ; but chey were at the ſame time;that 
the other Law that obliges usro abandon the Ecernal God; 
and to renounce the trae Religion, is {till much harder ; 
that we oughtto think ourſelves happy, of being able ed 
chooſe between fuch miterable Extremnies, that it was a 

ines which was refuſed in France to Perſons of the 

i Rank, andof eminem Merits, that were detained 
by force in their Country, and forced to abandon. chem- 
ſetves to Idolatry. Thar the Aﬀairs of this World were 
ſubject ro perperual Revolations ; that Kings and Princes 
are often obliged to abandon their Crowns, and to leave 
theirSeate ro: their: Enemies :- and that therefore parcicu- 
lar Perfons:.ought ro anvergo. wicthour marmuring this 
Commori.Law, and to rcfign themiclyes with ſubmiſſion 
tw he Orders of Providence, - who/purs by. her chaſtiting 
the tate of her Children, to a tryal to divert their Hearts 
from GIS to movethem to ſearch with ſo much 
more cagernets' heavenly Councry..; that : they had 
reaſon to believe tharthe _ 7" God that had {upporeed 
; 2 them 
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them in the Wars paſt was not-ſhortned 5 bur they were 
to conſider that at that time God had raiſed ſome of their 
Neighbours whodrl ſuppore with their Goods, with their 
Troops, and their Officers, that then they had none but 
Friends about them ; inſtead of chat, now at preſent,they 
were ſurrounded every-where' with Enemies'; that ac chat 
time they had a great many. amongit them capable to 
bear Arn:s,.that they were united together 5 buc that at 
preſent they were deprived of all thole advantages ; that 
their Soveraign alone was able to extirpate them incirely, 
and that yer theſe were not the only Troops they were 
to fight againſt, that thoſe of France were ready to fall 
upon them z and chat ſuppoſe they were happy enough to 
get ſome advantage over them at the firſt Arcack,yerat the 
laſt chey would nor fail ro be oppreſt by the great number 
of thoſe that would ſucceed thols that were vanquiſhed : 
that beſides their diviſion amongſt themſelves would be 
very prejudicial to them ; that their refuſing to accept 
theic Soveraign's offer would oblige all che':Proteſtanc 
Princes to abandon them, becauſe they had rather raſhly 
take up Arms, than td follow the Counſel was given ro 
them ; that they ought not to flatter themſelves with 
hopes of ſome. miraculous deliverance, as was that which 
God granted to the Hebrews, by routing the whole Army 
of Senacherib ; that in the Age we live in, God makes no 
Miracles in favour of his Church, as in. the cime of the 
Iſraelites ; thar the holy Seriptureceaches us, that to thraw 
our (elves into:Dangers, 'out of which we fore-ſee ir will 
be impoſlible to eſcape, is to tempt God, who abandons 
thoſe chat run headlong intoic; that Chriſtian Prudence, 
the Charicy they owed to their Wives and Children, and 
love of their own Perſons; did-oblige them to; follow the 
Example of che ther Inhebicancs of the Valleys ; that 
their Prince looking om them as. Criminals, would confil- 
cate their Goo.ls,and would make thent undergo the moſt 
ignominious puniſhments, if rhey perſiſted in their reſfolu- 
tions. That fiace Divine Providence had bleſs'd: with 
ſucceſs the Caresof,thoſe that interctceded. for them;it was 
viſible chat, ſh2:,zas. willing co diſingage them u—_ 

£ ifh- 
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difficulc paſſage ; chat having obtained ſome mitigation 
in the execution of che Edie, they ought ro take hold 
of it ; that ic was not che fault of choſe that employed 
themſelves for them, that cheir condition was not ber- 
ter, and that they ſhould affure themſelves, rhat there 
would be ſaved no labour to procure chem ſome more 
advantages ; but in caſe this ſhould be impoſlible; ny 
ought to accept what was offered them, becauſe conſi- 
CEcring their condition, they could not offer co capitulare 
with their Prince who had great Forces to oblige chem 
toobedience ; that in caſe they refuſed to ſubmic them- 
ſelves to his will, their obſtinacy would cauſe chemkelves 
not only the loſs of their bodies, burcheir very:ſouls3 and 
that they had reaſon to fear that thoſe who ſhould eſcape 
the ſword of their Perſecutors, would at laſt be overcome 
by the rigour of the hardſhips which they would be for- 
ced to undergo, to make them change their Religion ; 
that they had no reaſon to fear that leave to retreat whi- 
ther they pleaſed, was granted them as a ſnare to. intrap 
them, becauſe the Court had given them ſuch Securities 
.that ought to ſer their minds at reſt concerning that mat- 
ter, and perſwade them of the ſincerity of his Royal 
Highneſs's intention, who would not give leave that any 
thing ſhould be undertaken contrary to his promiſe, nor 
to blaſt a publick perfidiouſnels on his glory and reputa- 
tion, nor fall- ſhort'in' his regards which he has had cill 
now for the Evangelical Cantons; that in caſe they had 
been willing to ſurprize them, ic might eaſily have bzen 
done at the firſt, but chat the Prince would not ſuffer ir, 
and that he would not ſuffer it for the future; that in 
fine, the Troops of Sawy and France were ready to at- 
tack them from every ſide ; and that they ougtht'to be 
ſure that no harm would be done chem, in cale'they ſub- 
mitted themſelves to his Royal Highneſs's order, 

In the mean while the Ambaſladots having conſider- 
ed at leaſure the laſt Edie of his Royal Highneſs, found 
that the Inhabitants of the Valleys could not ſubmit co 
it without expoſing themſelves to very great inconveni- 
encies, and refolyed: co endeayour 4 new co. get _ 
ome 
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ſome more advantageous conditions ; and to this effet 
they deſired the Marqueſs of Sr. Thomas to procure them 
an Andience of his Royal Highneſs, and having obtain'd 
it,they did repreſent co him, That having made ſome Re- 
fiections upon his Royal Highneſs laſt Edit, they had 
taken the liberty to make {ome Obſervations upon three 
principal Points contained therein, to wit, r. Upon 
that which allows the Inhabitants of the Valleys but ten 
days to retreat ont of his Territories. 2. Upon that 
which preſcribes them the number of ſix Truſtees far 
the ſale of their Goods, 3. Upon that which gives 
them only leave to fell their Goods within thres months ; 
and that deſire his Royal Highneſs to look 

the Remarks had ſet down in the Memorial, which 
they did preſent him and to conſider that a mitigation of 
his Edie, they ſo much wiſhe for, would be of no con- 
ſequence to him, but that it was of great importance co 
bis miſerable Sabjefs, who had fo profi a reſpect, 
and ſo fervent a love for their Soveraign, thatthey could 
not prevaile with themſelves to retreat out of his Terri 
tories, and that conſidered with the greateſt trouble-in 
the World, that abandoning their native Councry they 
ſhould be deprived of the pleafure which they m_—_ 
nalize from time to cw es , taking hold on all 
occaſions to expoſe their lives in his otic: hat there- 
fore -chey hoped that his Royal HighneG would make 
uſe of his clemency on their behalf, and to give nece(- 
ſary orders toput them in a condirion to retreat conveni- 
ently ont of his Territories, and to carry along with 
them what they ſhould be ableto get rogether our of their 
ſhip-wrack'd Fortunes ; and that by theſe means he 
would give to their Excellencies the Proteftane;Cancons a 
freſh reaſoni20 continue in that affection:and reſpet they 
have always had for the Royal-Howſe of Sevey, and in 
their Particular they wonld tet) chem know that their 
good offices had not been unprofitable co choſe Wretches 
they did interceed for, | 

.. The Duke anſwered the Ambaſſadors, That in con- 
fideration of - the Proceftant mann, ova his 
= cople 
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' People great marks of an extraordinary clemency ; that 
he had gor chaſtiſed them accarding to their deſerts, bur 
, that he had tw with patience that his people ſhould 
"come to themſelves, and conſider their duty; and chat 
baving puſhed their Rebellion to an extremity, and given 
him new reaſons of complaint, by thoſe Infolencies they 
' had lately committed, they had bound up his hands, in- 
ſomnch chat he could not grant them their requeſt with- 
out wounding his reputatton and authority ; that the 
_candeſcention he has had for them,bad drawn upon him 
the reproaches of France, that nevertheleſs he was wil- 
ling they ſhould _—— benefir of his Edit; and that 
in caſe they would obtain ſome mitigation of the orders 
therein contained, they ought to render themfelves wor- 
thy of it in layin down their Arms, and ſubmitting 
themſelves to his pleaſure. 
Afterwards the Ambaſſadors preſented his Royal High- 
neſs their Memorial, with the following Contents: 


Our Royal Highneſs « bumbly petitioned to conſiler, that 
he that will or ſhall retreat out of the Valleys by wertue 
of jour publiſhed Order, u obliged to prepare himſelf for bu 
departure, for the tranſport of bu Wife, bu Children, and hs 
Goods, that will be neceſſary to him; that he will be obliged 
to diſpoſe in ſeveral places what he cannot carry along with 
bim ; that be mu#t provide for the ſale of bis Corn, of bis Pro- 
viſions, of bis Wine, of bis Cattle, which be would not be for- 
ced to leave at random ; and that be cannot truff with bis 
Procurator at Lucerne, and that conſequently by reaſon of the 
diſtance | ho place, will be incapable to take care of it ; that 
within the term of eight days be will nat be able to come to an 
account either with bis Creditors or Bis Debtors, becauſe thoſe 
be has to do with do not live in the Valleys, or becauſe there 
may be ſome accounts that cannot be regulated but by arbitrati- 
on; that in c ation of Goods immovable, there is to be 
made an exat# deſcription of the Vine-yard:, Meadows, Fields, 
and Woods, whoſe boundaries and limits are to be marked ont 
and diſcribed, as alſo of the rights therewnto belonging, and 
the ſums for which they are mortgaged, and the os oug bt 

fo 
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to be granted ſome particular Frocurgtions to that purpoſe ; 
Ther your Royal Highneſs baving been pleaſed by an in» 
fm of your juſt ice and clemency, to grant to your pw poog of 
the Valleys leave to retreat where ever they pleaſe, and to ſell 
their Goods which they ſhall leawe behind them, you would not 
be willing that this favour ſhould be unprofitable to them, by 
obſtrutting the favour of this conceſſion by the ſhortneſs of time, 
to. take away jrom them with one hand what you had given 
them with the other. Your Royal Highneſs ts alſo rejeked fo 
conſider that ſix Truſtees are not enough for the ſale of Goods 
belonging to ſeveral bundreds of Families that ſhall be _ 
fo retreat ; that this Commiſſion cannot be given but to People 
of the Country, and conſequently to perſons without learning 
«nd without capacity, ard taken up with their own affairs ;; 
that beſides, theſe Truſtees will be obliged to run to ſeveral 
Places to find out Buyers, to let them have a view of the funds 
which they are to buy, that ſettlements mu#ft be made in ſeve- 
ral places before ſeveral Notaries, that they are to watch at 
the ſelling of a great number of movables that are diſperſed in 
ſrrveral Houſes, to tell money, to change it, and to ſend it to 
them into foreign Countries, to find out ſome comveniencies for 
that purpoſe, to write to their Correſpendents for the clearing 
of ſeveral doubts that may be raiſed, to remove the obſtruttt- 
ons they ſhall meet with, to defend themſelves again#t ſome un- 
faſt demands, to recerve Letters from thoſe they ſhall write to 
from the places of their retreate, to acquaint them with the 
ſtate of their offairs, and in a word, to be charged with a 
thouſand other occupations that we- cannot now foreſee + Therc= 
fore becauſe your Royal Hig haeſs does net intend to enrich your 
felf with the Goods of yeur porr Subjets, nor to augment your 
revenues by their liſſes, you will be pleaſed to grant them leave 
to nominate twelve Perſons that within the time preſcribed by 
Jour Royal Highneſ, ſhall proceed to the ſale of the Goods of 
theſe that ſhall be retreated : But becauſe it will undoubted! 

happen, that within 'the term of three montbs, with what ail. 
gence ſoever the, Truſtees may proctede to the {ale sf the Goods 
of be poor Refugees ; there will be found few 'Chapmen, and 
that every body will expett the end of the term to take ad- 
vantage of the necefſity which the Truſtees will be driven to 


ro 
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to diſpoſe of their Goods, and to have them from thoſe Wretches 
at an under price, by reaſon of their fear 19 loſe all, we are in 
hopes your Royal Highneſs will bave the goodneſs to prevent 
this incomveniency, and according to the Agreements made in 
the year 1663, with bus late Royal Highneſs of glorious me- 
mory, youw will buy at @ reaſonable price the myvable and im- 
mY Goods, that within the ſpace of three months ſhall not 
be ſold. 

And becauſe your Royal Hig bneſi does diff inguiſh yourſelf 
by your goodneſs and clemency, you are not willmg without 
doubt to oblige any body to impoſſivilities, and therefore concer- 
wed xewly brought to bed, or that are in the laſt month of 
their time, old and fick Men, you will make no difficulty to 
diſpence in their favour with the Law you have preſcribed to 
others about their retreate, and exempt them from quartcring 
Sculdiers, who bow well ſcever diſſiplined, canſe always ſome 
diſcrder, and carry into all places where they enter, as alſo 
to grant them leave to live and die in their Houſes without 
fear of being 1l] uſed, and. of being ſpoiled of their Goods and 
Proviſions. 

In fine, we inſtantly deſire your Royal Highneſs that you 
would be pleaſed to uſe your clemency towards thoſe of the Val- 
leys, that are detained in your Priſons, and toward: thoſe that 
bave been taken up on that account, and that you will be plea- 
ſed mercifully to ſet them at liberty. 


The Duke of Savoy receiving the Memorial of the 
Ambaſſadors, did promile to take it into his conſidera- 
tion, and cold chem that he would acquaint them with 
his will about it. 

In the mcan time that the Ambaſladors were buſie at 
Twrin!, © renuer the condition of the Inhabitants of the 
Valleys more advantageous, they took a reſolution that 
cauſed their total rvine ; for inſtead that before the pub- 
lication of the laſt Edi, the molt part amongſt fm 
were reſolved to look for a retreate ſome-where elle, 
they did joyn all togecher by a common conſent, and 
formed a deſign to defend themſelves againſt thoſe Ar- 
mies that were in a readinels co onock them. FI 
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The reaſons which they alledged im their Councel 
were , That his Royal Highnels's Edit, to Which they 
ware commanded to ſubmic themſelves, did contain} fe- 
ral things which they could not allow, atid others which 
they could in no manner execute : And fr, they (aid 
it was not reaſonable they ſhould declare themſelves guil- 
ty of a Rebellion chey were taxed with, becauſe they had 
done nothing againſt his Royal Highnelv's ſervice, but 
voly that which they had been obliged to, tb mait\tain 
the «<xercile of cheir Religion. 

24y, That they ought not to approve of the laſt E- 
6i&, becauſe it confirm'd that of the 31ſt of Fanuary, by 
which chey were _ of the liberty to ſerve God ac- 
cording to their faich. 

345, That they could not prevail with themſelves to 
obey that clauſe by which they were commanded to lay 
down their Arms, and chat it eaſe they ſhould ſubmit 
themſelves to it, they would expoſe themſelves tw the 
loſs of their temporal and fpititual Happineſs, and would 
be forced to undergo the ſame misfortune which did ha 
pen to them in che former Perſecutions, and pritcipally 
m that of che year 1645, which taught them, by a fatal 
experience, that they made nobones to break their word 
with «:em ; and what confirmed them in their opinion 
was the approach of the Troops that advanced towards 
their Country, notwithſtanding the Marqueſs of Sr. Tho- 
ma his promiſe, who did affure them, that chey were 
not t6 emer into their Country, till after the term pre- 
{cribed in the Edit. 

4thly, That the time which was given them for a pre- 
pacation of their _ being extreamly ſhort, | wa 
could not execute the Edi, conſidering the great num 
ber of che lnhabicants of the Valleys, the great age of ſe- 
veral perſons, and the ſickneſs of ſeveral others. 

$161, That it was impoſlible that the fale of their 
Goods ſhould: be fade by Truſtees ; that ſuppoſe the 
ſhould be reſolved t fell chem, it ſhould be upon condi- 
cions to reeeive the-price of ir before their deparcure, or 
i ſhould be put ito the hatwds of the Ambaffadors ; 


and 


OILS Y hee Ws 


— 


= 
a 


amy SY Os 


59 ) 
and that there ſhonlt? be procured h& fats of the Groth of 
thoſe ſcituate upon the Mountains, as well'as of thofe that 
were in the Plains, and of choſe that were in the Frencb K.'s 
Territories: And in fine, whereas this ſale ought to be made 
to Roman Catholicks, that they had reaſon to tearthe Prieſts 
would hinder them to buy, being aflured chat they would not 
fail to be Maſters of all, after that all the Inhabitants of the 
Valleys ſhould be out of ths Country. 

61h, That they had reaſon to fear all from thoſe that 
hold for a Maxim, Thet no faith ought to be kept with Hereticks. 

The Miniſters and moſt reaſonable Perſons of the Valleys 
did all they could to hinder this People from coming to this 
extremity 3 bur all cheir reaſons they did employ-to prevent 
this reſolution, were not capable to hinder them from beirig 
hurried away by the conduR of thoſe that flatter'd them with 
imaginary hopes 3 and'theſe are the very Perſons chat hin- 
dering them to accept of the favour that was offer'd them, 
were the cauſe of their ruine. The reaſon may be ſeen in 
this following Lerter, that was made uſe of to make them 
change their reſolation, and to precipitate them to.their con- 

ion : 


Rocheplatte, April thie 14th, 1686. 
Moſt THuſtelous and moſt Mighty Lox vs, 

Cam find no means to contam the People of our Vallies in their 

Duty, and printipally ſince a certain Miniſter (whoſe name you 
fhall-be informed of) s arrived bere, who bas at ſuch & rate pre- 
poſſeſſed tnr Prople with pretended Succours of all things, that there 
« no Mmiſter in ſafety in his Church. Saving three.Commonal- 
tees, Boby, Angrogne, and St. John, al was at quiet, and re 
ſoloell ob te falnet themſelves to your charity and condu# ; 
ayd '[HII the wnaft reuſonable might perbaps at laſt bawe prevailed 
with thoſe who ery, as ell out of ignorance, as for wart of being 
well acquainred ith your Exceliencies ; but amongſt, all, my 


Church at Tour war miirtly Jubmiſſive till bus arrive}, who has 


pat ws all in confuſſon, ſave the mo} reaſonable, who deſire fo 
w Parriculrr 10 take them under your. protetion, in order to 

get theny-  frer rexreat 10 ſuch a place where they ma ſerve God 
weeording to bs Comm ehts. I conecrate mylelf with a pro- 
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found humility to render you my moſt bumble reſpefts, being with 
F) profound ſubmiſſion 
Your moſt 11luſtrious Excellencics moſt humble and obedient Servant, 
Girand, Miniſter of Tour. 


In another Letter written by the Miniſter of the Chrches 
of the Valleys, there is to be found a blanck for names, in 
the following words : 

R. Miniſter of the Church of Pinache, in the V all, 7 
MI of Pezonle, is come from where we are firmly per- 
fwaded be has received order to animate, as be does, all the World 
rather to die than to accept of the conditions of a Retreat,under [e- 
wveral promiſes. 

The Ambaſſadors being acquainted with this reſolution 
of theirs, ſaw very well that conſideting the diſpoſition of 
this People, there was no appearance to make them change 
in their opinion, and to infuſe into them more reaſonable 
thoughts. 

Yet nevertheleſs they thought that they ought to make 
their laſt endeavours to oblige them to accept of the favour 
which their Prince did offer them, though it was not ſo 
large and advantagious as they might have wiſhed for: And 
whereas they conſidered that the only means to work in 
ſome meaſure upon their minds, was to render their retreat 
leſs inconvenient and leſs troubleſome than it was, according 
ro the terms of the Edict, they _ themlelves to ollicic 
for an Anſwer to the Memorial which they had preſented to 
the Duke of Savoy, that in caſe it was favourable they could 
make. it known to thoſe of the Valleys, and to make uſe of 
as the ſtrongelt reaſon for their per{waſion. 

But his Anſwer was not ſuch as ny —_— for the 
Marqueſs of St. Thomas acquainted the Ambaſlador, that his 
Royal Highneſs would not make any larger Declaration con- 
cerning the things contained in his laſt Edi, becaule his 
Subje&s were obſtinate in their Rebellion, and becauſe they 
refuſed to lay down their Arms, boaſting, that they were in 
a condition to reſiſt their Prince ; that therefore his Royal 
Highneſs was reſolved to depart to morrow, and to go in 
—_ to make theſe Rebels conform to their duty. That 
concerning thoſe that would retreat ſome-where elle, , they 
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ſhould faichfully —_ the benefit of the Edit ; and that 

ubmic to it, ſhould receive cheir fo- 
much-Jeſcrved puniſhment. 

As ſoun a5 they had left the Marqueſs of Sr. Thomas, they 
diſpatche«l an Exprels to thole. in the Valleys, and gave chem 
advice of the ill {ucceſs of cheir Negotiation, by the follow- 
ing Letter: 

Gentlemen, 

T the ſecret Audience which we had of bis Royal Highneſp 
A your Prince, we have inſtantly deſired bim, that he would 

be pleaſed to grant yew a retreat out of his Territories upon m 
gracious conditions then thoſe that are expreſſed by the laſt Edith; 

and we have repreſented to him as well by word of mouth, as 
our Memorial, all the reaſcns that might be capadle to move and to 
prevail with bim to mitigate the Orders be bas already publiſhed 
againſt you: We did ſolicit bim to grant you a longer term to di- 
[poſe yourſelves to ſo troubleſome a retreat, and to ſell your Goods, 
and that be would be pleaſed ro augment the number of the Tru- 
ſtees charged to ſell them ; to give leave that the aged, ſick, and 
infirm [es ons, and Women newly brougbt to bed, or that were big 
with child might ſtay bebind in the Country without being expoſed 
to, any ill uſage, x without being obliged to quarter Souldzers ;; 
and in fine, to give order that bis Procurators might ſell the Goods 
that ſhould not be ended within the time preſcribed by bis Edit : 
But we have not been able to obtain the leaſt thing from bis Royal 
Highneſs, becauſe be has been informed that you are up in Armsto 
obſtrutt the execution of his orders, We bave alſo endeavoured to 
perſwade the ay St, Thomas that be would be pleaſed to 
imploy bis credit with bis Royal Highneſs, to diſpoſe him to- grant 
us what we deſired in your favour ; but be has grven us to under- 
ſtand, that as long a: you ſhall keep in Arms, there are no hopes for 
you. His Royal Hig bneſs departs this day far Precairas, and we 
bave had our Andience of Conge with a deſign to return immediately 
into our Country, except God's providence gioe us ſome more fa- 
wourable occaſion to ſerve yew; and / gan without taking notice. of 
ſome wiſe Mens counſels, you reſign the event of your Affairs to God's 
providence, we beſeech him that be would be pleaſed to aſſift you in 
your calamity, and dire all to bis glory, and your temporal and 
ſpiritual welfare ; Refting, after ad. recommended you to God 


Almighty": favour, Rc. Turine, &c. 


Altho' 


( 62 ) 

Alcho' the Ambaſſadors found the Aﬀairs of the Inhabi- 
tants of the Valleys to be in a deſperate condition, and that 
it was ow ron toc them to prevent their misfortune, yet 
they would not abandon them, and they thought ic would 
be of ſome to them, if they followed his Royal High- 
nels in the Camp, therefore they defired che Marqueſs of Sr. 
Thomas to ask his Royal Highnels's leave for it : But the Mar- 
queſs cold them, that their preſence might give ſome jealouſie 
to the Ambaſſador of France, and the Pope, and that where- 
as his Royal Highneſs had feveral great reaſons tot to diſo- 
blige the Moſt Chriſtian King, the Ambaſſadors would oblige 
him not to infiſt upon this demand, Afﬀairs being in ſuch a 
kondition, that how diſpoſed ſoever his Royal Highneſs were 
to give them fome marks of his conſiderations for them, he 
was ih no capacity to let them ſee how much refleQion he 
made upon their Interceſfion. 

Therefore the Ambaſſadors that had had their Audience 
of Youer, upoh condition nevertheleſs, rhat in caſe there 
ſhould happen af accident that might oblige them after- 
wards to appear at Court, there ſhonld be had all deference 
for theth, that wis dne to their Charater, reſolver! to return 
to their own Country, according ro the order which they 
had received ſome few days before from their Soveraigns, in 
a Letrer written to then from Zaric, in which the Evange- 
lical Cartons commanded them to abandon their Negortiati- 
on, in vale they did judge it world be fruidefs. 

Nevertheleſs, whereas they thought that'the Marqueſs bf 
St. Thomas, of theother Miniſters might be Mic to find forme 
favourable moment to prevail wich tis Royal Highnets to 
make uſe of his clethency towards his poor Subjedts of the 
Valleys, they refolved ro pay chem a vific, rv defire them to 
have compeſfion upon thoſe Wrerches, ahd to render them 
\On this veeafiort all the govt offices thtty might be capable 
of + but wvcaulſe the Cont was obliged th depart in a harry, 

it Was irpoliible for them to execute theit Eefigy, arid they 
were oMiged to make thoft inftances to them 'by writing, 
which they could me tne word of mouth: an thy re- 
velved.prefehdy Mor thy Marqueſs anfwer, who did affire 
«hey, that He woald tyke told bf all oreftures which thoſe of 
che Valleyscould Auriifhhim with to employ Mmielt ama * 
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" + A few days before their departure, they received two Letters out of 
| hs Voters, one writ by all the Commonalcies to the Evangelical Can- 
tons, in the following manner : 


Moſt High, Mighty, and Soveraign Lords, 
OO” Churche: have for a long time experimented, and principally in theſe 
—_— that have happened to them, the incomparable chari- 
"i. ty and fatherly affeftion of your Excellencies towards them, and ſtill very 
lately, by ſending our Lords the Ambaſſadors to bu Royal Highneft, upon oc> 
rafion of the Order of the 31# of January pay 69%, a againit us, as we 
have bren informed of, by the Letter which you have been pleaſed to dire4 
tows ; We are not able enough to acknowledge the cares, troubles, and pains 
which our Lords the Ambaſſadors have taken in our faveur and preſervats- 
on, toward; our Soveraign, and bad they met with hearts diſpoſed to our 
welfare and quietneſs, ofeir Interceſſions would not have failed of being ſuc- 
ceſiFul 4 but it ought ro be confeſſedghat our condition # very bad from that 
, £ ng the World ; we render nevertheleſi to. your Execellencies, 
with all the ſentiments of acknowledgments we are capable of, our moit 
humble and bearty thanks for ſo many favonrs we have received from ther 
fo Holy and Chriſtian Charity : WW: are very ſenſible, and confeſs it, the” 
with a great confuſion, that our Lords the Amb 1s have not had from 
; our People all that ſatufattion that might have wiſhe for, concerning 
| their reſignation into your hands: but we moit humbly beſeech you ty em- 
| ploy their charity and ſupport towards a People that make to themſelves a 
point of Conſcience and Honour to preſerve their Religion in their native 
Country, where it has been a long time miraculouſly preſerved : We are ve- 
ty ſenſible that as to the World, our ruine #s tumavoidable, but we are in 
hopes that God will revenge his quarrel, and that good and charitable Per> 
will not abandon ws, and principally me put our truft under God, unto 
your Excellencies, and throw ourſelves into their fatherly arms, beſeeching 
you for the compaſſion of God, and in the name of bu Son Feſus Chrift, our 
common Father and $eviowr, not to deprive us of your charity and affeRion, 
and to throw the eyes of your clemency and rendernefi upon ſ@ many poor Fi» 
milies, little Children, and other weak miſerable Perſons, as to the World, 
to let them feel the favourable effefts of your Chriſtian Goodnefi : We be+ 
feech the Lord that he would be pleaſed to be the perpetual Preſerver of 
your Excellencies, and the abundant Rewarder of all your Holy and Chriſt ian. 
Charitits ; and are with all the veneration imaginable, 


Moſt Mighty, and Soveraigh Lords, Excellencies 
| ys moſt obedien, wad 19 obliged Servancy, 
an ors wie en 
S. TIL Matant, yes Pig , 
The Lerrer which the Miniſters writ to the Ambaſſadors, was to 
this purpole : My 
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My Lords, 


WW E do intend to communicate immediately to our Commonalties your 
; FE xcelercins Letters: We might have wiſhe that they had been more 
mindful of tl ce wiſe Counſels your Excellenctes have given them, to pre- 
vent ſuch a danger and deſo/ation that in all humane probability # unavoid- 
b/c: He pray to Ged that be would be pleaſed to crown their reſolution, 
the” avant a'l appearance, with ſucceſi, and to ſtrengthen their infirmity 
and ferbleneſi. I cn believe that all the Miniſters do deſign to live and to 
dic amngft them, becanſe your Excellencies d» net diſapprove it: and in- 
deed it wenld neither be haneft nor excuſable to abandon them in ſuch a 
jrntture of time ; and we would certainly have reaſon to think ourſelves 
£tl '”y in part of their loff, becauſe a grod Shepheard 3 bound to lay down 
h're life for bis Flock, We continue to give yeur Exceliencies our moft 
humble thanks for thoſe Troubles and infatigable Cares you have taken for 
our welfare and ſubſiſtance ; and we comure you by the c:mpaſſion of God, 
and by the charitysf Feſus Chrift, not to forget us but whether it be during 
your ſtay at Turin, or after your return to the mot High and Mighty Pro- 
teſtant Cantons, to favour us with your Aﬀetticn and Chriſtian Charity up- 
on ll cecafions. We pray our Great God and Savicur, that he would be 
pleaſed to reward the Pains and Charities of yourE xcellencies towards theſe 
Churches, with his mo#t precious bleſſings in Heaven and Earth, and to co- 
ver your ſacted perſenrwith his ivio/able proteflien : Theſe are the ſincere 
and fervent Wiſhes of thoſe that are with a profound reſpeR, 
My Lords, your Excellencies moſt humble and obedient Servants, 

The Miniſters of th: Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Lucerne, 

Anz. April Angrogne, Rerouſe, St. Martin, ©c. in P.emont, aud im the name 
17, 1686. of Al, S. Baltic, Miniſter. 

The Inhabirants of the Valleys being diſpoſed in this manner, we have 
juſt now repreſented, and the D. of Satoy being departed for the Camp, it 
ſeemed the Ambaſſadors had no more buſineſs at Court, and thar chey might 
go on their journey : but becauſe it might happen chart this People, ſeeing 
the danger near, and the Troops in a condition ro artack them, might be 
willing ro make uſe of the Prince's clemency, by the interceſſion of the Am- 
baſſadors, they thought that they ought not to leave them, till they had ſeen 
thac the Armics was entred into their Country, and that they had been in- 
formed of rhe ſucceſs of this Expedition: But having heard thar the French 
lad no ſooner appeared in the Valleys, but that thoſe of Sr. Martin had be- 
taken rhemſelves to their heels, and that the Prince's Troops having ſorced 
the Paſſages about Angrogne, found no where the leaſt reſiſtance. They 
wereſenfible that they had no more buſineſs in Pirmont, and they departed 
extreamly rroubled rhat they had not been able ro prevent the Deſolation of 
theſe precicus Remains cf the Vaudous Churches. And being arrived in their 
Country, they gave an account of their Embaſly to their Soveraigns, who 
jadging of their Negotiation not by its ſucceſs, bur by their condud, afrer 
having aſſured them that they were well ſatisfied with the zeal and dexterity 
they had ſhewed during the whole courſe of this difficult Aﬀair, gave them 
Thanks for the Cares they had taken to fill up worthily the Employ which 
they had been honoured with, 8 I W- 31 & 
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